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ABSTRACT

This study was an exploratory research with the aim to explore and analyze the situation on the
involvement of civil society in helping children, women, the elderly and people with disabilities in the
community. The study was conducted in 5 regions; 1) Northern; Chiang Mai 2) Northeastern; Buriram
3) Eastern; Rayong 4) Central; Phetchaburi 5) Southern; Songkhla. The regions that the study was
conducted were regions with high statistics of social problems among children, women, the elderly and
people with disabilities and there striking civic sector activities on assistance for women, children, the
elderly, and people with disabilities is. (Office of social Development and Human Security Standards, 2012)
The study used a combination of documentary research, focus group, and in-depth interview conducted
with the key informants that represent the civil society and the relevant authorities in the study areas.

From the study, it was found that the involvement of civil society in helping children, women, the
elderly and people with disabilities in the community was relatively small. The participation was limited to
assisting some group in trouble or in some areas such as in Chiang Mai; the participation activities are
limited to assisting the street children, the disabled in urban areas and disadvantaged women in highland.
Buriram participation activities are limited to assisting children without parents, women, and the elderly in
rural areas, etc. The key issue in strengthening the civic sector participation begins with the mechanism of
state responsibility lacking effective connections, the vertical connections; district and local connections
and horizontal connection; connection with the civic sector to support and help alleviate the burden of
the public sector. The findings have led to the formulation of strategies to strengthen the civic sector
participation; 1) the development of a common goal and the master plan on helping children, women, the
elderly, and people with disabilities 2) creating a connection mechanism for the participation of the public
sector, civic sector, and volunteering for social development 3) management of resources and expertise of
a network of assistance 4) promoting the development of the role of civic sector and business sector
organizations for the assistant development to cover all groups, and 5) strengthening the incentive for the
agencies in all sectors for helping children, women, the elderly and the disabled.

Keywords : Involvement of civil society, Helping children women the elderly and people with disabilities
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