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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) study an effective Coast Guard model, according
to international standards; 2) examine the Coast Guard models of countries whose contexts are
closely parallel to that of Thailand; and 3) propose a Coast Guard model that is appropriate to
the Thai context. In this qualitative research approach, secondary data from diverse academic
papers and primary data from 21 key informants were analyzed. The primary informants consisted
of commanding officers from foreign Coast Guard units or representatives (N=6), along with
executives from the Thai Maritime Enforcement Command Center (Thai-MECC) collaborating with
experts from relevant agencies in Thailand (N=15). The research tools were an open-ended
questionnaire and an in-depth interview. The data were analyzed by content analysis and
synthesis.

It was found that 1) the Coast Guard models of three countries, namely, the United States,
Japan, and Australia exhibited consistent alignment across all levels from the categorization of
Coast Guard organizations, encompassing both civilian and military aspects to autonomy from
Navy structures 2) The Coast Guard models of three countries, namely India, Malaysia, and
Vietnam have similar contexts to that of Thailand. All three countries are located in coastal areas
in Asia. The Indian and Vietnamese Coast Guard organizations are under the Ministry of Defense,
whereas the Malaysian Coast Guard organization is under the Ministry of Interior. However, the
coast guards of India and Malaysia shared a similar democratic system. In contrast, Vietnam with
the People’s Army is ruled by a single communist party under a socialist regime; and 3) Models
appropriate for Thailand include: 3.1) Integrating all coast guard units under the Royal Thai Navy
in the Ministry of Defense with the goal of protecting maritime sovereignty rights. 3.2) Employing
personnel with the ideology and expertise to protect maritime interests, with the participation of
people in coastal areas. 3.3)Procuring timely equipment for disasters. 3.4) Providing appropriate

welfare and compensation.
Keywords: Coast Guard; Efficiency; Maritime Interests
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