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Abstract
This research aims to 1) study the role of the Sangha chief in the administration of
the Thai Sangha, a case study of Somdej Phra Buddhacarya (Kiew Upaseno) and 2) study the

concept and leadership towards the role of the Sangha chief in the administration of the
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Thai Sangha, a case study of Somdej Phra Buddhacarya (Kiew Upaseno). This is a qualitative
research on the roles of the Thai Sangha chief in all 6 dimensions. The key informants
include the Sangha chiefs at various levels namely the regional abbot the provincial abbot
the district abbot the secretary of the grand abbot the regional secretary the provincial
secretary the officer of the office of the secretary of the grand abbot of the eastern region
the vice-chancellor of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and the general public. A
total of 10 monks/persons were selected using purposive sampling. The instruments used
were in-depth interviews and content analysis.

The research results found that 1) The leadership role of Somdej Phra Buddhacarya
(Kiew Upaseno) consists of 6 aspects (1) Governance with a broad vision in administration (2)
Opening educational opportunities for monks and novices both secular and spiritual (3)
Supporting education in line with the Buddhist way and Buddhist schools to allow all people
to access Buddhist education (4) Supporting the spread of Buddhism both domestically and
internationally (5) Using temple areas as centers for community development and (6)
Promoting various projects that help develop people's quality of life. 2) Somdej Phra
Buddhacarya's important role as a creative and visionary leader has resulted in the efficient
administration of the Thai Sangha and has also inspired subordinates to continuously develop

themselves and their organizations

Keywords: The Role of the Sangha, Administration of the Thai Sangha, Somdej Phra
Buddhacarya (Kiew Upaseno)
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