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Abstract

This study aimed to: (1) compare the oral reading performance of reading-challenged
primary students before and after the intervention; and (2) examine the effects of cross-age
peer tutoring and a balanced literacy strategy on the oral reading skills of these students.
Fifteen first-grade students who had been identified as having oral reading difficulties during
the 2025 school year were selected through the use of purposive sampling. The intervention
consisted of 35 two-hour educational sessions spread over seven weeks. The research tools
included a behavioral observation form, an oral reading ability test, balanced language
instructional lesson designs, and cross-age peer tutoring techniques. The data was examined
using the t-test, standard deviation, mean, and percentage. The findings demonstrated that
children's oral reading abilities significantly improved following the implementation of the
balanced language strategy and cross-age peer tutoring, with post-test scores above pre-test
levels at the.05 significance level.
Keywords: Balanced Literacy Approach, Cross-age Peer Tutoring, Read-aloud Ability, First
Grade Students
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