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Abstract

This research article is a result of Phase 1 of a research project aimed at studying the
current situation, the desired situation, and assessing the needs for teacher development in
innovative thinking skills to promote innovation among students in schools providing
expanded educational opportunities under the Office of the Basic Education Commission.
The sample consisted of 390 individuals selected using multi-stage random sampling.
The research instrument was a questionnaire on teachers' needs for developing innovative
thinking skills, covering both the current and desired state of development. Data were
analyzed using basic statistics including frequency distribution, mean, and standard deviation,
as well as needs analysis using the Priority Needs Index (PNI Modified). The results showed
that the overall need for developing innovative thinking skills among teachers was high.
The most needed area was creative thinking skills (PNI modified = 0.50), followed by linking
skills (PNI modified = 0.46), questioning skills (PNI modified = 0.43), experimental skills (PNI
modified = 0.41), and observation skills (PNI modified = 0.39), respectively. These findings
reflect the importance of systematically developing teachers' innovative thinking skills,
particularly enhancing creativity and the ability to connect knowledge. This is a crucial

foundation for enabling students to develop themselves into effective innovators in the future.

Keywords: Needs, Teacher Development, Innovative Thinking Skills
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