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Abstract

This article aims to study the relationship between humans and
nature through the presentation of the character of the vampire bat in the
novel: Phantharattikan by Nanthana Weerachon, using the concept of
ecocriticism as the main framework for analysis. The study was divided into
two themes: 1) Vampire bats: Mysterious and ferocious creatures; 2)
Vampiric humans: Other alien races. The study found that Vampire bats are
depicted as an animal that is presented as an exotic species that is not
native to Thailand. It is as this exotic species that vampire bats are regarded
as mysterious, unapproachable, and when the vampire bats appear, humans

fear their ferocity. It also found that the text proposes the notion that the
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genes of vampire bats could enter the human body. That is why the human
with the animal's genetics is presented as a representation of a strange
human, which is different from normal human beings. However, the text
does not present the horrors of humans with vampire bat genes. Instead, it
makes such characters miserable in their destiny. To sum up,
Phantharattikan presents the image of vampire bats as an alien species that
threatens humans. It shows the relationship between human and nature
from the dimension that humans surrender to nature.

Keywords: Vampire bats, foreign species, nature
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