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Abstract

Purchasing illegal lotteries and government lotteries has been a
social phenomenon that reflects Thai folk beliefs (superstitions) for a long
time. Analyzing the discourse of editorials in the Baihuai (lottery prediction)
magazine will help understand this phenomenon. This research article thus
aims to study the communication components, the discourse structure, and
the linguistic strategies used in Baihuai editorials. The communication
components were studied based on Dell Hymes’ ethnography of

communication (Hymes, 1974). The linguistic strategies were studied from
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the pragmatic point of view. The discourse structure was also examined,
taking into consideration actual contexts appearing in 22 Baihuai magazines,
a total of 92 issues.

The results of the communication components have shown that
the editorials are the means of communication between the editors and
the readers, guided by the beliefs and values of gambling in Thai society.
The discourse structure consists of the title of the editorial, an introductory
section, a body section, a conclusion section, and a closing section. Each of
these sections is an area for the editors to use linguistic strategies that are
consistent with the aims of the editorials. Four important strategies have
been found, including the use of friendly or respectful terms, positive
expressions, presuppositions and metaphors.

Keywords: Discourse analysis, editorials, lottery, Baihuai (lottery prediction)

magazines
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