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Abstract
This article aims to study the panegyrical concepts in 235 “Asirawat”
published on 30 periodical titles during the reign of King Rama V to the reign
of King Rama VIIi. The study reveals that “Asirawat”, short poetry composed
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for the purpose of praising and blessing the King and members of the royal
family on significant occasions, continue the earlier panegyrical concepts of
the King including religious concepts that portray the King as Dharmikaraja,
Bodhisattvaraja, Cakravartin, and Devaraja; concepts that portray the King's
governing and his various sciences wisdom; and concepts that portray the
King who performs royal duties for his people. These concepts had been
reinterpreted in accordance with the social context. In addition, new
concepts were introduced such as the leader who brought his nation into
the modern era and being the head of state according to the constitution.
This study demonstrates the importance of the “Asirawat” scripts in
periodicals from the reigns of King Rama V to Rama VIl as modern panegyric
literature reflecting the concept of the monarchy in relation to the time and
the relationship between the monarch and population.

Keywords: Asirawat, perodicals, continuation and creation, panegyrical

concepts, panegyric literature
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