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Abstract
This article aims at studying the strategies used to refuse
suggestions by Chinese learners of Thai, which are compared with these
used by native Thai speakers and native Chinese speakers. The results show
that the top 3 refusal strategies used by Chinese learners of Thai are the

reasoning strategy, the gratitude strategy and the direct refusal strategy.
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While native Thai speakers prefer to use the reasoning strategy, which is
followed by alternative strategy and gratitude strategy respectively. For
native Chinese speakers, the reasoning strategy is preferred, which is
followed by eratitude strategy and the direct refusal strategy equally.
Alternative strategy comes third. In terms of strategy combinations, it is
found that Chinese learners of Thai are more inclined to use multiple
combinations of strategies than native Thai speakers and native Chinese
speakers.

Keywords: refusal, Chinese Thai language learners, strategy
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