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Abstract
This article aims to study the story of Soben Komar' published by

the Buddhist institute of Cambodia in terms of its main idea of the merit of
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ordination as interpreted by the concept of vernacular Buddhism. It is found
that the main idea, i.e. the merit of ordination can save the monk’s parents
from hell, is presented through two important incidents coming after the
conflict between the mother and the son, the descriptions of heaven, and
the parents’ dialogues of confirmation after benefiting from their son’s
ordination. In addition, the supporting idea, namely the merit of ordination
being the ultimate merit, is also presented through the use of symbols of
Dharma and the lamentation of the mother. It is also found that the texts
of Soben Komar have three important processes of vernacularization:
1) the compilation of elements from Buddhist literature and local narratives,
2) the interpretation of ordination as a form of merit and the connection of
Karma with the system of kinship to negotiate with local beliefs and values,
and 3) the use of Buddhist literary conventions to create faith and
persuasiveness. The local characteristic of Soben Komar could be seen in
the emphasis on the value of ordination as a chance to gain an education
and to show gratitude to one’s parents. The story of Soben Komar is also
regarded as an ideal for novice monk Cambodian culture.

Keywords: Soben Komar, merit of ordination, vernacular Buddhism
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