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beliefs and rituals, including the role of the wan, within the framework of
folklore concepts. Field data were collected between 2021 and 2023. The
results of the study demonstrate that folk healers and wan collectors in
Isan have systematic methods for categorizing the types of “Wan Saiyawet”
into two main categories: “medicine” and “magic”. They use empirical
knowledge to create meanings and organize hierarchies of wan. Such
knowledge about the classification of wan is related to the transmission of
beliefs and rituals, including the ritual of finding wan, the ritual of using
wan to treat illness, and the rituals in which wan are turned into sacred
objects. Folk taxonomy, along with beliefs and rituals, serves multiple
functions: curing illness, providing spiritual refuge, controlling Isan people’s
behavior, helping to build a network of wan growers, and creating added
value for faith-based businesses in the context of the creative economy.
This study, therefore, serves as a guideline for future studies on plant lore.

Keywords: Wan Saiyawet, folk taxonomy, beliefs and rituals, plant lore
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