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Abstract
This article aims to examine the representations of female royalty
in the 81 issues of the Royal Proclamation of Conferment of Royal Ranks

and Titles in the Rattanakosin period by using the concept of representation

" This article is part of a master’s thesis entitled “Representations of Thai Royalty
in the Royal Proclamation of Conferment of Royal Ranks and Titles in the
Rattanakosin Period”. The author would like to express his gratitude to Klairung
Amratisha, Ph.D. for her insightful and constructive comments to develop this
article.

" M.A. Candidate, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
(Email: j.kupairin@gmail.com)

™" Lecturer, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University (Email:

aklairung@hotmail.com)



o

Uil 42 aduil 1 (ns1eu - Tquieu 2568)

as a framework. It is found that the main representations of the female
royalty consist of the representation as Khattiyanari (royal lady) and the
representation as ones who perform beneficial royal duties. The political
and socio-cultural factors, namely the changing concept of women and
political situations in Thailand in different periods, are responsible for these
two representations which are both ongoing and dynamic. It is also found
that important techniques including narrative techniques and linguistic
devices are employed to construct the representations of the female
royalty in a systematic and artistic way. These techniques show the
correspondence with literary techniques used in other genres of Thai
literature such as religious prose, biography and panegyric literature.

Keywords: representation, literary technique, Royal Proclamation of

Conferment of Royal Ranks and Titles, female royalty
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