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Abstract
/tehan.man/ is a catchy expression commonly used by Thai people
in various situations to convey different meanings and intentions. The
expression somewhat reflects certain aspects of the Thai worldviews. This
research article aims at examining /tehdn.man/ in terms of its contextual
meanings, pragmatic functions and its relationship with socio-cultural
factors, using ethnopragmatics as an analytical framework. The 161

examples used as data were elicited from everyday conversations,
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conversations in the media, questionnaires and in-depth interviews.
The findings indicate that /te"an.man/ has 6 contextual meanings:
1) the speaker tells the hearer and/or him/herself to let the matter go,
2) the speaker forgives the hearer, 3) the speaker wants to forget the
matter, 4) the speaker lets the unmanageable matter go despite his/her
displeasure, 5) the speaker is uninterested in the matter, and 6) the speaker
does not want to think about or address the matter at that moment. The
6 pragmatic functions include 1) to console and ease the hearer’s worry
and/or the speaker’s worry, 2) to accept the hearer’s apology,
3) to terminate a verbal conflict, 4) to show that the speaker is displeased,
5) to show that the speaker is uninterested, and 6) to show that the
speaker wants to postpone or stop discussing the matter for now. In other
words, the main purpose of the speaker is to let go of what he/she is
concerned about. Based on the data examined here, the socio-cultural
factor related to /tehdr.man/ is the Buddhist concept known as Plong,
which is about acceptance and letting go.

Keywords: /tehan.man/ ethnopragmatics, socio-cultural factors, language

and culture
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people think like this:
when something bad happens to me, | feel bad
when something bad happens to someone, this person feels bad
when someone does something bad to me, this person feels bad
when | can’t do something, | feel bad
it is bad if | think about these bad things for a long time
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it will be good if I don’t think about these bad things
it will be good if I move to think something else
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when | say this, | feel good
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