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Abstract
This article aims to study linguistic strategies that appear in the
speech act of expressions of comforting in Thai speakers, Chinese learners
of Thai, Chinese speakers, and Thai learners of Chinese. The results show
that all four groups of speakers predominantly employed the indirect

strategy of giving advice. However, they used different linguistic strategies,
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that is strategy of referring to religion, only used by Thai speakers and Thai
learners of Chinese, the strategy of referring to legends, proverbs and lyrics,
only used by Chinese speakers, the blessing strategy, only used by Thai and
Chinese speakers. However, the warning strategy was not used in Thai
speakers. Supplementary strategies were found in the form of calling the
listeners’ attention to the forthcoming statements, such as introductory
remarks. They also include elements that help express certain emotions of
the speaker, which involve the use of final particles and pronouns.

In addition, it was found that utterances showing linguistic strategies
in the speech act of expressions of comforting are related to both single
strategy and combined strategies, This demonstrates the familiarity and
ability of Chinese learners of Thai and Thai learners of Chinese to imitate
the use of the second language, as well as the nature of language transfer

from their native languages in both groups of learners.

Keywords: speech act of comforting, linguistic strategies, Chinese learners

of Thai, Thai learners of Chinese
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