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The Transformation of Performance Literature
of the Early Rattanakosin Period into Same-Gender

Literature
Jackkrit Duangpattra”

Abstract

The objective of this research was to examine the techniques for
transforming performance literature of the Early Rattanakosin Period into
same-gender literature. The information was gathered from websites, e-book
and printed formats. According to the study, the most popular performance
literature of the Early Rattanakosin Period to be converted into same-gender
literature was Ramakien, mainly involving male characters. In terms of
literary transformation techniques, it was discovered that there were three
types of plot and story modifications: using the plot and story of the original
literature, using an incarnation storyline, and creating a completely new story.
Two interesting characteristics for character modification were discovered: a
new character relationship and modifying the names and personalities of
the characters. Two types of setting adaptation were discovered: using
the original setting and changing the setting to be in the modern period.
The personal tastes of the authors, the norm of the story and the needs of

the readers were the factors that influenced the transformation of the literature.

Keywords: Literature Transformation, performance literature of the Early

Rattanakosin Period, Same-Gender Literature
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Table 1: Compilation of same-gender literature transformed from Early

Rattanakosin Era drama literature.

Early Same-Gender Number of Number of
Rattanakosin Era literature complete incomplete
drama literature stories stories

Ramakien 117 stories 21 stories 96 stories
Inao 7 stories 3 stories 4 stories
Krai-thong 27 stories 15 stories 12 stories
Sang-thong 8 stories 2 stories 6 stories
Khawi 5 stories 2 stories 3 stories
Mani Phichai 1 story 1 story -

Source: Researcher
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Table 2: A comparison of the episode of Sukonsan spying on Phra Ram’s

army in Ramakien and Yaoi Ramakien

Ramakien

Yaoi Ramakien

As Thotsakan is holding court,
there is a loud noise and some
rocks fall in the Royal Hall. Then
Thotsakan orders Sukonsan to

find the reason.

As Thotsakan is holding court, there
is a loud noise and some rocks fall in
the Royal Hall. Then Thotsakan orders

Sukonsan to find the reason.

Sukonsan tells Intharachit that the sound
might come from maneuvers of the
monkey army. Intharachit thinks about
Hanuman and asks Sukonsan to spy

on them.

Sukonsan transforms into a
hawk to spy on the army. While
flying, he is hit by rocks that the
monkeys are throwing and falls

to the ground.

Sukonsan transforms into a hawk to spy
on the army. Phiphek sees the hawk
and instantly knows that it is a yaksa in
transformation. He tells Hanuman and
the monkey army to throw rocks at the

hawk until it falls.
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Table 2: A comparison of the episode of Sukonsan spying on Phra Ram’s

army in Ramakien and Yaoi Ramakien (cont)

Ramakien

Yaoi Ramakien

Sukonsan transforms into a

monkey to blend in with the army.

Intharachit transforms into a monkey to

blend in with the army.

Phiphek knows there is a yaksa
that has transformed into a
monkey. He tells Phra Ram about
the incident and mentions that
the fake monkey does not have a
shadow and does not blink. Phra
Ram orders Hanuman to catch the

fake monkey.

Phiphek knows there is a yaksa that
has transformed into a monkey. He tells
Hanuman to catch the fake monkey and
mentions that the fake monkey does not

have a shadow and does not blink.

Hanuman transformed himself to
be as big as Mount Sumeru, puts
his hands to surround the Monkey
Army and tells them to walk out

one by one.

Hanuman transformed himself to be as
big as Mount Sumeru, puts his hands to
surround the Monkey Army and tells

them to walk out one by one.

Hanuman catches the fake Sukon-
san and he transformed back to

be a yaksa.

Hanuman catches Intharachit and he

transforms back to be a yaksa.

Hanuman and Intharachit have intimate
relations. Sukonsan follows and finds out,
but Hanuman knocks him unconscious.
The rest of the monkey army finds
Sukonsan and brings him to see Phra
Ram, whereas Intharachit goes back to

his own city.
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Table 2: A comparison of the episode of Sukonsan spying on Phra Ram’s

army in Ramakien and Yaoi Ramakien (cont)

Ramakien Yaoi Ramakien

Rama orders Sukonsan’s face to | Rama orders Sukonsan’s face to be
be tattooed and releases him to | tattooed and releases him to go back to

go back to Longka. Longka.

Source: Researcher
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Table 3: A comparison of the Nang Loi episode in Ramakien and Yaoi Ramakien

Ramakien Yaoi Ramakien

Thotsakan plans to have Benyakai | Thotsakan plans to have Benyakai

transform to look like Nang Sida’s | transform to look like Nang Sida’s
dead body and float to Phra Ram’s | dead body and float to Phra Ram’s
camp to halt the fighting. camp to halt the fighting.
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Table 3: A comparison of the Nang Loi episode in Ramakien and Yaoi

Ramakien (cont)

Ramakien

Yaoi Ramakien

Benyakai transformed into Nang
Sida and appears before Thotsakan.
Thotsakan courts her, so Benyakai

transforms back to her own self.

Benyakai transformed into Nang
Sida and appears before Thotsakan.
Thotsakan courts her, so Benyakai

transforms back to her own self.

Benyakai consults with Intharachit on
the matter because she is frightened of
the danger. Intharachit then volunteers
to transform into Nang Sida himself
and asks Benyakai to keep it a secret

from Thotsakan.

Benyakai transforms to look like
Nang Sida’s dead body and floats

to Phra Ram’s camp.

Intharachit transformed to look like
Nang Sida’s dead body and floats to

Phra Ram’s camp.

Hanuman finds it suspicious and
suspects the body might be a yaksa
transformed. He suggests to burn
the body.

Hanuman finds it suspicious and
suspects the body might be a yaksa
transformed. He suggests to burn
the body.

Benyakai cannot bear the fire, so she

transforms back and flies away.

Intharachit cannot bear the fire, so
he transforms into Benyakai and flies

away.
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Table 3: A comparison of the Nang Loi episode in Ramakien and Yaoi

Ramakien (cont)

Ramakien

Yaoi Ramakien

Hanuman catches Benyakai.

Hanuman catches Benyakai/
Intharachit. He knows that this is
really Intharachit, so he pretends to
court the fake Benyakai. Intharachit
is jealous and transformed back to
himself, and they have intimate

relations.

Hanuman brings Benyakai to Phra
Ram. For the sake of Phiphek, Phra

Ram pardons her and tells Hanuman

Hanuman tells Phra Ram that Nang
Sida’s dead body was Benyakai,

without telling him that it was really

Intharachit.

to bring Benyakai back to Longka.

Source: Researcher
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Table 4: The matching of new character relationships.

Same-gender literature Character Status in relationship
Ramayaoi Thotsakan Dominant male lead
Phra Ram Submissive male lead
Intharachit Dominant male lead
Hanuman Submissive male lead
Phiphek Dominant male lead
Phra Lak Submissive male lead
The Beauty Choraka Intra (Inao) Dominant male lead
Jira (Choraka) Submissive male lead
Inao might love Athit (Inao) Dominant male lead
Wiyasakam Warint (Wiyasakam) | Submissive male lead
The River King Tiwan (Chalawan) Dominant male lead
Kriengkrai (Kraithong) | Submissive male lead

Source: Researcher
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Table 5: The matching of new character relationships by changing the female

lead character to submissive male lead.

Same-gender literature

Character

Status in relationship

Thotsakan’s Heart

Asuraint (Thotsakan)

Dominant male lead

Pemmatat (Nang Sida)

Submissive male lead

Vachana Finds Love

Dominant male lead

Sang Trea (Phra Sang)

Vachana (Rojana) Submissive male lead

Source: Researcher
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Table 6: Changing the names of characters in past and present lives in

the novel “The Beauty Janaka”

Past life characters Present life characters

Inao Intra
Choraka Jira
Bussaba Buss

Wiyasakam Winyu
Sankamarata Saran
Jintara Jinn

Siyatra Sinkorn

Source: Researcher
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Table 7: Character’s introduction in the novel “Ramayaoi”

Ramakien characters Ramayaoi’s characters

Thotsakan King Kan: the intimidating and seductive Yaksa
King of Rongkaya who has strong and combative
personality. He kidnaps Siaphasorn, the consort of
Prince Ramares, to punish her for persecuting his
sister Sammanee. The incident later became the

declaration of war against Prince Ramares.

Phra Ram Prince Ramares: He is a young man with a
handsome face who loves to hunt and his weapon
is a bow and arrow. He is the innocent son of
the King Thaya city. After Siaphasorn, his consort,
is kidnapped by King Kan, he declares war by
forming an army with the monkey soldiers of

Khinkhon and Chompha cities.

Hanuman Numa: Major soldier in the Ramares army. He is
a powerful and flirtatious white monkey. He is
also cheerful and does not take anything seriously.
When he meets Chayen, the attractive yaksa lord,

Numa then tries to court him.

Intharachit Chayen: The yaksa lord, Crown Prince of Rong-
kaya, son of King Kan. He is tough and reserved.
He is given the task to subdue Numa when he

storms the city and causes havoc.

Source: Researcher
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