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Abstract

Background and objective (s): The Southern historical literary work series of Phatthalung-
Trang (early period)” was written by Chan Chaijun and Phat Phonchai during 1953-1954.
An interesting aspect of this literary series is the use of different methods to construct a
‘Southern region community’, which has a hidden political ideology, and is also related to
the direction of the community images. Therefore, the research for this article aimed to
study methods used to construct images of a ‘Southern region community’ from the

Southern historical literary work series history of Phatthalung-Trang (Early Period)”.

Methodology: The researcher selected the Southern historical literary works that
appeared in booklet format. The characteristics of the books are similar to the Wat Koh
books of the central region. The author was identified as a Southerner and provided details
about the characteristics of society in Southern Thailand. The research emphasizes text

interpretation. The findings are presented in a descriptive analysis method.

! Assoc. Prof. Dr., Thai Languages Section, Faculty of Humanities and Social sciences, Thaksin university, Songkhla, 90000, Thailand.

email: phatchalinj@hotmail.com

Journal of Thai Studies

1 UN 20 | atul 1 fiquieu 2567 : e265717



L - .. N
2196193 I ng [llll 1 -A nassmsUszneuadenmdnval “guuniald” MimssunssudssRmaniniald ga Jsziinasass (rousdu)

Main result: The results revealed that the author used two methods of constructing
images of a “Southern Region Community”: the use of nine linguistic strategies and three
narrative strategies. All these methods supported six images of an “Ideal of Southern Region
Community”: 1) images of the leader, 2) images of geography, 3) images of the economy,
4) socio-cultural images, 5) images of the environment and 6) images of politics and

administration.

Relevance to Thai Studies: This article relates to Thai studies in terms of dissemination
of new knowledge on local literary studies that show the importance of studying texts in
a particular area that are closely related to that society, in this case, the South, which is a
part of Thailand. The study also reflects the relationship between literature and history,
namely the transition of the text from writing to printing. The study guidelines of this article

can be applied to literary texts in other regions of Thailand.

Conclusion: The results show the wisdom of Thai people in the creation of local
literature in terms of using linguistics and narrative constructed images of a ‘Southern

region community’ and helps build an appreciation of the aesthetics of local literature.
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(History of Phatthalung-Trang (Early Period) 5, p.168)
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Table 1: Plot of Southern Historical Literary Work

Chronology of the Literature

1 A recount of the civilization of Southern communities.

2 The situation when an old couple met Nang Luad Khao

(White-Blood Lady) and the couple later died.

3 The situation when Nag Luad Khao founded a temple.

4 The situations when the central government wanted
Nang Luad Khao to be his wife. But when he learned
that she already had a husband and is pregnant So he

asked for her son to be adopted instead.

5 The death of Nang Luad Khao and her husband in her

hometown.

6 The interaction between King Ramkhamhaeng and the

Southern communities.

‘ of i i
21 U 20 | avudi 1 fguieu 2567 : 265717 Journal of Thal Studies



]
EREL N I (1 H ﬂlll bl | _A natsnsuszneuaienmdneal “quaumald” amssunssuse R

7 Thai-Burmese war in Ayutthaya period with the help of

the people in the communities.

8 The fall of the Ayutthaya Kingdom - Ban Bangrachan
villagers helped fight in the battles.

9 King Taksin the Great tried to gather forces from various

groups.

10 The interaction between King Taksin and the Sothern

communities.

11 Fight against frequent Burmese invasions in King Rama |
period and the help of forces from people in the

communities.

12 Pirate problems and the suppressions performed by a

Phatthalung community leader.

13 Temple foundations, community renovations, and

activities in peaceful communities.

14 | A conflict in Saiburi (now Kedah state in Malaysia) with
suppression by the leaders from Phatthalung and Nakhon

Si Thammarat.

15 Peaceful communities in Trang in which both Buddhists

and Moslems lived in harmony via good administrations.

16 Natural disasters and the help from the people in the
communities, such as those from Trang helping

Phatthalung communities.
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17 Situations concerning community administration, such
as tribute payment, taxation, career performance, people’s

life styles, transportation, getting rid of weak governors, etc.

18 Outstanding situations in Phraya Ratsadanupradit’s period,
such as thief suppression, road construction, the image of

well-living communities in Trang, as well as the death of kings.

19 The terrifying assignation of Doctor Chan (Mor Chan).
The death of Phraya Ratsadanupradit, including King
Prajadhipok’s abdication.

20 The immerse into the situations after the 1932 (B.E. 2475)
Revolution. The narrator expressed his delight in the new

government.

Source: Researcher
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Table 2: Setting of Southern Historical Literary Work

Types of scenes

Scenes that appear in literary works

Time of events

Buddhist Era in each period starting from
B.E. 1000 until B.E. 2475 (1932 A.D.). From
the year when King Krongthong reined
Phatthalung until the end of the King Rama
VIl period.

Geographic scenes

The geographic environment consisting of
mountains, rice fields, plains, low lands,
high lands, valleys, caves, waterfalls, temples,

palaces and various types of decorations.

Economic and
social structure

scenes

Economic conditions concentrate on cultivating
economic crops and rearing animals that
could be exported. There were good
agricultural practices in which people in
the communities clearly demonstrated their
roles and duties. This also reflects the values
of kinship way of life and paying attention
to Buddhism.

Source: Researcher
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