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Abstract

Background and objective (s): The “Thai Translation of Chinese Chronicle Narratives”
is a significant work of Chinese literary translation into Thai, which holds importance both
in the realm of literature and in its relationship with society since the early Rattanakosin
period of King Rama I and II. This work is particularly notable for its reflection of political
governance ideas. Later, during the reign of King Rama IV to the early years of King Rama V,
A.D. 1851-1910, Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Maha Srisuriyawongse (Chuang Bunnag) created
a new set of “Thai Translation of Chinese Chronicle Narratives”, continuing the work from
the early Rattanakosin era. The research for this article, therefore, aimed to study the
political philosophy of rulers in this collection, which consists of six texts: Sai Chin, Tang Chin,
Nam Song, Chan Thang Ngor To, Meng Chiao, and Meng Mua Seng Cho. The study compared
these works with the original Chinese texts and investigated the factors that contributed to

the differences in the details of these political concepts.
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Methodology: The researcher undertook a comparative analysis of the texts “Thai
Translation of Chinese Chronicle Narratives” with the original works. This study aimed
to assess how the translation influenced the presentation of the concepts of rulers,

which are more prominently featured in the target texts.

Main result: “Thai Translation of Chinese Chronicle Narratives” of Somdet Chao Phraya
Borom Maha Srisuriyawongse (Chuang Bunnag) is a translated and composed work based on
popular fiction written during the Ming and Qing dynasties. These stories narrate the events
of various reigns and the transitions between many dynasties. The concepts of rulers in the
Thai version highlight concepts such as justness, wisdom and the power of accumulated
merit of rulers, different from the original Chinese texts that focus on notions of the Mandate
of Heaven and Confucian principles regarding leadership. The differing concepts resulted
from the adaptation of ideas that aligned with Thai perspectives on leadership. Additionally,
the intent of the translator, or translation patron, was to craft a work that embodies the

characteristics of a "chronicle."

Relevance to Thai Studies: This study will help to enhance an understanding of Thai
literature translated from foreign literature during the reigns of King Rama IV and V. Additionally,
the study seeks to elucidate the relationship between translated literature and the societal

context of that era.

Conclusion: The concept of rulers found in “Thai Translation of Chinese Chronicle
Narratives” by Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Maha Srisuriyawongse was adjusted to be clearer
and more cohesive as compared to the original Chinese texts. This adaptation resulted
from the process of translation and revision, which aimed to create a new text within the
framework of Thai literary conventions. Such adjustments were designed to align with the
translator's objective of producing the “Thai Translation of Chinese Chronicle Narratives” to

illustrate the qualities of a ruler and to teach principles of governance.

Keywords: Thai translation of Chinese chronicle narratives; Concepts of rulers; Somdet
Chao Phraya Borom Maha Srisuriyawongse (Chuang Bunnag); The Ming and

Qing Dynasties Popular Fiction; Translation and adaptation
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Figure 1: Statue of Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Maha Srisuriyawongse

(Chuang Bunnag) at Wat Buppharam
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dUdnEns1” (Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulaloke Maha Raj, 2006, p.560) @onndasiunIw
funasesluiiedanidnsivinis iausliiiuindunasesdasgfisssu danoud
pymeduTagnwsziiinmauundsiiiunaadunssdusiufumulag i eidesld
wandliisiuideeyvedulddunszidinivau Aamsaissnsidntdesldednagnses
yAisTay “uusnAaysnatu e 5553187 (Chulalongkom, 2007, p.26) n3olunoud
wvaunassEs e yvzdunowly nisduiuy ﬁﬁ']Laua‘lﬁl,ﬁummﬁﬁayuaamsf??qag'

Tugfsssu AU

Unsinszanniy 3
wsziivindefossy QL]
U3avsnanienytu dodland ldus
NIETTY ST Bashodnsad

(Chulalongkorn, 2007, p. 43-44)

NnfegisulandiiiuuunAnSesgfsssuvesiunasedvefiunngluissund
usiazaly LLmﬁﬂvﬁ”@na’nﬁ'}Lauam’msuau5@aﬁsimaqéﬂﬂﬂiaq%ﬂ&gﬂaﬁwé’ﬂﬁﬁmmu
ARmsEysAEL Inslawgvannefissesssy Sudundnsssuteddyvemszamnidaidine
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o 1Y =
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wuwnAnFesygUsnglu “wrmmsiunindlne” vesaudadmszenn the sl
wnAmsufiddlunugei wnAndowgainaduinuussuiivnnglua “wsamans
Fumindlng” gadunge¥milnduns de vulualioivniai 1-2 IngrinudiFes Tansimd
nnsifiosvasyusuiluasivsuniad 1 : Anw1nicess1mIssr swin uaslesu
¥04n598IN§ anTUSI (Sartraproong, 1993) wansliiiuinaiuinuas losi thiauenin
MazasunAsesideslsznaumsygysnswarailyy Wunisdndvssssuventnid
flagtunsessvdidiesindousenuautisinam unisnuuandunasesiinylumy
vosauiadimszens Selildlimnuddytuwnanizesyyainisud viundenulumady
Thuleshdseglutrsaismnusiuaduidonnandungsinilnduns msunasesthuiles

)
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3.2 WauvesuUansegmnunisulalinuiidnuagyes “wminns”

N1swda “MIANANSIUNINGINg” FaeyuLed “NeenInns” donadadiungenisuUa
Yaaaamiaunis (Lefevere, 1992) ﬁszqdwmuwaLﬂmmﬁauiwﬂiui’wuﬁiimﬂawamwa
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glve” 993 AUAATINTLEIUTUUMIATETEIA (429 YuuiA)

megslutousndyuansliiuiiiniionudAungrsgsedins n3e5199AT
Fadudaundmsdlusvsddannieuades Tnessunssuiu uazssesiafitunsessvd

Aawsnss UL Ugunensgsnvaedias aulianseidivesh viienseidnasde Julugead

Arasasessvdluadenlnewlantedaraud anun
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(Meng chiao lem 3, 1972b, p. 257-258)
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fosnsaenunsniAnieIiunsunaseadily denndadiunguivenaoimaunds (Lefevere,
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(Ideological Component) UaAafiNa1azyivthinmuanIsdeniagn siausUluy
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£
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fusngesadmauluaugn “nsrmnsiunindlne” senaueslidn feuiuinisulanie

Amdumswdaiiuliondiluiieanelenymssunngnie uavdeusansdioinsunases
Tifuyuua

“wermansIumndlng” duausliiiiuin wszamndaidaisiouizenisunases
Srudiowesysmngnidan “wemans” fdtusngludesledy neuflsotndraimand
Rendidunszamninidnalsidesann “nizesdnsmszsasesnagliuslondua
amEJ?quqma'wﬁwﬁ’u%’15m‘1uﬁaqmﬂquﬂ’nmi (Sai chin, 2008, p. 16)” Squmﬁq
anunsnonelonmlimszmninidlnsendiegandossilunamamsld aonadosiu
finu fanelerm duliugruimeadmszenfinansisd= yandn anenszumansio
NILIABUNANNBYI AU

%2 1 volansanszwmninganunbnsindeuay wiloudauismi

[

nunsluenININTEIIV YA LTTDURE NI UG NILGULS

o
L o

wizdgu Fananlilusedafin ndnsdvisanunszosiiusnyuuicuas

Journal of Tha| Studie

HULA.JTS.21.2.5



dlne” Yo AauARIMITTEUTUNMASESLA (939 YuwIA)

| !
2196193 I n i.ll M) A wwAngunasesdly “wemansIum

a

519389 Trudlesndlgy wzwunnghtuuiu valansimszsvens

q q

a

aondasllumensusiuiu msdslsdusssudendifioagfosndly nsdsls
fagdosuflufaulas Adosdanadelmilinau meddladuiitouen
AN MLANTE 1519015 waze1UTEEIYYT Neaauliled
amandulawazanuaniu aldouusuiunsaddend wandgud
uaznszidowd fudassiedainly
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