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Abstract

Background and objective (s): The research for this article aimed to study the ritual
creation and the construction of identity in “Provincial Hero Worship”, focusing on the
impact on both the “creators” and the “participants” of the rituals. The study sought to

explore the cultural meanings of the rituals from a folkloristic perspective.

Methodology: The study employed two types of data. First, historical documents
concerning the histories and heroic deeds of 20 provincial heroes. Second, field data
were collected from annual “Provincial Hero Worship” in 20 provinces between 2023
and 2025, including interviews with the “creators” and “participants” of the rituals.
Data analysis was conducted using the concepts of invented tradition and identity

construction.

Main result: The findings indicate that “Provincial Hero Worship” emerged after the
construction of provincial hero monuments. The ceremonies can be characterized as
invented rituals that convey meaning through symbolic objects, symbolic behaviors and
symbolic spaces. These rituals reflect a key aspect of identity: the sanctified persona of

the provincial heroes. The “creators” of the rituals aim to transmit local values to the
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“participants.” However, limitations in cooperation between governmental agencies and
local communities have resulted in the gradual erosion of traditional local identities, which

have become absorbed into state-organized ceremonial formats.

Relevance to Thai Studies: This study enhances the understanding of the cultural
significance of rituals in Thai society, illustrating how state-centric historical narratives are
integrated into ritual practices. The study also highlights the use of rituals as instruments for
promoting tourism and supports the notion of registering cultural knowledge as intangible
heritage. In terms of social practice, the study contributes to understanding rituals, traditions

and festivals in accordance with the policies of the Ministry of Culture.

Conclusion: “Provincial Hero Worship” are an invented rituals that reflects the historical
and local identity associated with the sanctified “city fathers” embodied in the spirits of
provincial heroes. The rituals have the potential to support local economic development

and tourism.
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Figure 1: The diagram shows three key concepts: 1) The area for the construction of
the hero worship ceremony; 2) Provincial identity construction and

3) Tourism Benefit Coordination used as a framework to create Provincial Hero Worship
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Table 1: Category of City Deities

Category of City Deities Provincial hero
1. Provincial Rulers as Original | Phaya Neam Mueang Phayao Province
Traditional Governors King Mangrai (Phaya Mangrai) Chiang Mai Province
2. Provincial Rulers Associated | King Narai the Great Lopburi Province
with the History of the Thai (Somdet Phra Narai Maharat)
Nation-State as Royalty or King Sanphet VIl (Somdet Phichit Province
Nobility Phra Phutthachao Suea)
King Taksin the Great (Somdet Rayong Province
Phra Chao Taksin Maharat) Chanthaburi Province

Prince of Chumphon (Krom Luang | Chumphon Province
Chumphon Khet Udomsak)
Phraya Phichai Dap Hak (Phraya Uttaradit Province
Phichai of the Broken Sword)

Thao Suranari (Ya Mo) Nakhon Ratchasima Province

Thao Thep Krasattri and Phuket Province
Thao Si Sunthon
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Category of City Deities

Provincial hero

3. Provincial Rulers Recognized
as Founders of the City

Phraya Chai Sunthon

Kalasin Province

Phraya Phakdi Chumphon

Chaiyaphum Province

Chao Pathum Wong Ratsuriyawong

Ubon Ratchathani Province

Phra Nakhon Si Burirak

Khon Kaen Province

Phra Phakdi Decha

Prachinburi Province

4. Provincial Rulers Appearing

in Local Legends or Folklore

King Si Thammasokarat
(Phra Chao Si Thammasokarat)

Nakhon Si Thammarat

Province

Queen Cham Thewi
(Phra Nang Cham Thewi)

Lamphun Province

Phraya Chai Songkhram
(Nan Thip Chang)

Lampang Province

5. Provincial Rulers Who Were

Non-Local Appointees

Phraya Damrong Sucharit

Mahisornpakdi

Ranong Province

Phraya Wichian Khiri

Songkhla Province
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v
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Table 2: The Ordinary World

Nation-State Era

Traditional Provincial Sovereigns Prior to the

Original rulers of the polity prior to the

emergence of the modern nation-state

Figures

Provincial Rulers Linked to the Formation of

the Thai Nation-State as Royal or Noble

Either native to, or had resided within, the localit

I NDRANYUNIIRUSIIU

Founding Provincial Rulers of Cities and

Settlements

Pledged allegiance to the Siamese state

Legendary Provincial Rulers in Local Folklore

Recognized for defending the realm or

establishing a settlement

Non-Local Provincial Rulers

Outsiders who settled in the area temporarily

or permanently
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Table 3: The Call to Adventure

Traditional Provincial Sovereigns Prior to the
Nation-State Era

Consolidated autonomous towns or founded

new settlements

Provincial Rulers Linked to the Formation of
the Thai Nation-State as Royal or Noble

Figures

Governed provinces or participated in military

campaigns on behalf of the nation-state

Founding Provincial Rulers of Cities and

Settlements

Fought in military campaigns for the Siamese

state

Legendary Provincial Rulers in Local Folklore

Victorious in warfare or instrumental in establishing

Buddhism, often commemorated through

associations with local historical monuments

Non-Local Provincial Rulers Acted as saviors of the nation or demonstrated

loyalty under royal patronage
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Table 4: Return With Elixir

15

Traditional Provincial Sovereigns Prior to the
Nation-State Era

Rulers who governed according to the Ten Royal
Virtues (Thotsaphit Ratchatham), thereby ensuring

peace and prosperity in their realm

Provincial Rulers Linked to the Formation of

the Thai Nation-State as Royal or Noble Figures

Governors or military leaders who made

significant contributions to the nation-state

Founding Provincial Rulers of Cities and

Settlements

Founders of cities or settlements whose actions
contributed to the development of the

nation-state

Legendary Provincial Rulers in Local Folklore

City rulers or individuals who provided

distinguished service to the nation-state

Non-Local Provincial Rulers

Individuals who rendered meritorious service

to the nation-state
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Table 5: Ritual Ceremonies (Parampithi): Symbols of welcome associated with human

self-awareness in relation to the provincial heroes.

Type of Ritual Commemoration Provinces
Royal-style Golden Worship Ceremony Phichit, Phayao, Lampang, Chanthaburi, Kalasin,
(State Ritual Form) Chumphon, Nakhon Si Thammarat,

Nakhon Ratchasima, Songkhla

Formal Worship Ceremony (Official Ritual Lamphun, Uttaradit, Khon Kaen
Form)
Folk Worship Ceremony (Community-led Phuket, Prachinburi
Ritual Form)
Hybrid Ceremony (Division between State Ubon Ratchathani, Chaiyaphum, Lopburi, Rayong
Ritual and Folk Ritual Spaces)
Chinese-influenced Worship Ceremony Ranong
Regional-style Worship Ceremony Chiang Mai
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Figure 2: State Rituals, Songkhla Province. Official Ceremonies, Lamphun Province.

Folk Rituals, Prachinburi Province
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Figure 3: State Rituals vs. Folk Rituals, Lopburi Province. Chinese Style,

Ranong Province. Local Style, Chiang Mai Province
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Table 6: Offerings: Symbols reflecting the status of the provincial heroes.

Type of Sacrificial Offerings Provinces
Offerings of Fish, Meat and Traditional Phayao, Lampang, Chanthaburi, Rayong,
Sweets (Krayabuat) Chumphon, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla,

Uttaradit, Kalasin, Nakhon Ratchasima,
Khon Kaen, Phichit, Lopburi

Offerings of Fish, Meat, Traditional Sweets Lamphun, Chaiyaphum, Phuket,
and Local Foods Ubon Ratchathani, Prachinburi
Local (Indigenous) Offerings Chiang Mai

Chinese-style Offerings Ranong
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Table 7: Representative Objects: Symbols reflecting the identity of the provincial heroes.

Category of Representative Object Symbolic Object(s)

Symbolic objects representing rulership or Royal sword, sword, warrior’s helmet, dagger

military leadership

Symbolic objects representing allegiance or Bronze ceremonial kettle/pot

submission

Symbolic objects representing righteous Scripture or sacred text (palm-leaf manuscript
governance or Buddhist scripture)

Symbolic objects representing economic Traditional ore-panning tools

leadership
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Figure 8: Incense Placement on the Offering Altar, Uttaradit Province
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Figure 9: The ritual act of scattering popped rice and flowers, Rayong Province.
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Figure 11: Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Ubon Ratchathani Province. Phayao Province.
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Figure 12: Khon Kaen Province

mswasueSemssileyans3diduddnualsisnsGusiu nslanzetreddluinussslne
wilAdsumsasah miimﬁwﬁwﬁ’aLLawaUL??ac’immiuﬂﬁﬁumwa;ﬂmﬁLmiwﬁfvﬁa sathdums
Wasueemsaiioyann3d mnlsyswlunefiazdsuimaie uwivndundeiaswasuialy
waFnssusenanfudydnvalveamssuiilmindunnasas duaiioumsiiunaiieandnnsy
ﬂuawmwacﬂmﬂmauam?‘?aﬁ’m;m“lmiL‘fJ‘LJLﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂﬁ:

NISUANTIBLATBIFUIY : HEYANYAIVBINITIUNT
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Figure 14: Chiang Mai Province. Kalasin Province. Chumphon Province.
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Figure 15: Lampang Province. Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
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Figure 16: Nakhon Ratchasima Province.
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