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Abstract

Background and objective (s): Thai literature from the Sukhothai period demonstrates
literary wisdom through the use of beautiful and artistically descriptive language. The research
for this article aimed to examine the wisdom found in Sukhothai literature, focusing on the

wisdom of the poets in the art of creating detailed descriptive language.

Methodology: This research was a qualitative study that focused on a critical analysis
of Sukhothai period literature found in inscriptions and cosmological literary texts.
The focus was on the art of using descriptive language. The analysis results were

summarized and then compiled into this research article.

Main result: It was found that poets used descriptive imagery to convey abstract ideas
and meanings that were difficult to comprehend clearly and concretely. It was also found
that poets arranged the harmony of sounds and meanings in sentences to create aesthetics
in storytelling. Furthermore, poets used numbers for descriptions by way of imagery, and
hence, conveyed meaning in various ways, including using numbers to compare time periods,
using numbers to convey content piece by piece, using numbers to explain mathematical

results, and to represent quantity and convey meaning clearly and systematically. The poet’s
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art of using descriptive language, including the use of imagery, the devising of the harmony
between sound and meaning in sentences and the use of numbers, demonstrates the

wisdom of the poets in creating literary language that deserves to be recognized.

Relevance to Thai Studies: By understanding the wisdom of Thai poets from the
Sukhothai period, this research contributes to raising awareness and appreciation for the
value of Thai literature, which deserves preservation and study. This value, especially the
beauty of Thai literary language, is a testament to the talent and creativity in the art of

language use by Thai poets, worthy of recognition in both Thai and global society.

Conclusion: According to the research findings, Sukhothai poets had extensive knowledge
and creativity in conveying beautiful and artistic language, particularly in conveying abstract
and difficult-to-understand ideas that needed to be demonstrated clearly and concretely.
The ability of the poets to create beautiful works using such descriptive language is the
source of the enduring value of the literary texts from the Sukhothai period, which have

remained relevant throughout time, from the past to the present.

Keywords: wisdom; Thai literature of the Sukhothai period; descriptive writing art
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Figure 1: The King Ram Khamhaeng Inscription (Inscription No. 1) is exhibited

at the National Museum, Bangkok.
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