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Abstract

Background and objective (s): Studies of cultural heritage and local wisdom in Thailand
have largely conceptualized heritage as a static object defined through state-led development
frameworks and expert-driven knowledge systems. Such approaches prioritize external
standards of value, while positioning local communities as passive recipients of interpretation.
Under rapid urban expansion, peri-urban areas have become critical interface zones where
competing knowledge regimes and power relations intersect. Existing studies have paid
limited attention to the epistemological processes through which communities actively
negotiate, legitimize and reclaim authority over cultural meanings. Addressing this gap, this
present study aimed to 1) analyze the dynamics of knowledge-power relations in defining
cultural heritage in a peri-urban context; 2) examine the Community Learning Process (CLP)
as an epistemological mechanism mediating these relations; and 3) assess the CLP’s

theoretical contribution to epistemological sovereignty in contemporary Thai society.
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Methodology: This qualitative study adopted a non-participatory action research
framework combined with an in-depth case study approach. Fieldwork was conducted
in Plai Bang Subdistrict, Nonthaburi Province, a peri-urban agricultural community
undergoing intensive urban transition driven by infrastructural development, land-use
change and metropolitan expansion. The site was selected for its analytical value as a
space where state, market, expert and community-based knowledge regimes intersect.
Data was collected through semi-structured interviews with seven key informants
involved in community learning and cultural practices, non-participant observation of
everyday cultural activities, and document analysis of local records, development plans
and community-produced materials. Data analysis employed thematic analysis and
critical interpretation informed by perspectives on knowledge-power relations and
practice-based knowledge, enabling an examination of how knowledge is produced,

authorized and mobilized within everyday practices.

Main result: The findings demonstrate that the definition of cultural heritage in Plai
Bang is not merely an outcome of urban development or policy intervention, but an
ongoing epistemological process shaped by unequal knowledge-power relations. Dominant
external frameworks associated with state agencies, expert authority and tourism-oriented
development tend to marginalize practice-based local knowledge by prioritizing standardized
criteria of value. Local wisdom is thus often rendered invisible or reduced to raw material
for external interpretation. However, this study reveals that the CLP functions as a critical
epistemological space through which community members collectively organize, legitimize
and mobilize practice-based knowledge. Through participatory learning and everyday
cultural activities, the CLP enables community members to challenge hierarchical knowledge
structures and renegotiate cultural meanings. Rather than rejecting external knowledge
outright, local actors selectively edit and recontextualize such knowledge in accordance
with locally defined values. As a result, community members shift from objects of heritage
definition to active agents capable of meaningfully defining their cultural heritage, reflecting

the emergence of epistemological sovereignty at the level of practice.
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Relevance to Thai Studies: This study contributes to Thai Studies by reframing cultural
heritage from a static resource or developmental outcome to a dynamic epistemological
process embedded in power relations, learning practices and everyday life, and contemporary
forms of community-based cultural knowledge negotiation. By foregrounding community-
based knowledge production and authorization, the findings extend debates that have
largely emphasized structural domination or policy outcomes and highlight peri-urban
spaces as critical analytical sites for understanding contemporary struggles over knowledge

and cultural meaning in Thai society.

Conclusion: The article argues that the CLP should be understood as an epistemological
intervention enabling communities to attain epistemological sovereignty in defining their
cultural heritage. Rather than idealizing community knowledge, this perspective emphasizes
the negotiated nature of epistemological authority under conditions of urban transition.
By focusing on knowledge production and power negotiation, rather than fixed cultural
representations, the study advances theoretical debates in Thai Studies and offers an

analytical framework applicable to other peri-urban contexts in Thailand.
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FasuiSou uagilitianuveusssuldogdlsneldfeulvvesmlsivinfiendesiuna venani
msvhanadilaanuduiudidsiua-anuiluuiunusanmeiausssy Sududesinnsania
srnafildvihadisslussiuvesnsimuadenn mousumsndusglunszuiunsiiaudgnili
“yipaituld” vide “gniilideumely” luitufiansisas ndnfe arwdunssavldsunisensedy
T duanusifaouemadnnsiedulone vausiindidafoivesmusuingnasmeul iy
Wissuszaunsaliomzyanainnanuveusssuludessuy nssulumsianandmalinisde
wsanmeamsssufildiduiisinsindenssiusznaumeiausssy mnudilunisdadidu A
ddyresauiusiazussianaeldidoulavessiun luviunid msfinuilsjatiuamsnadndues
ML 1wy Sunugidisn vieseldnmsvieadien ensliieselunisesuienainues
A Wesnnlalansnazsiounszuaumsiinnuignyinlidmmmineuagldsunmsseusuluseeu
yuru iddeiiuauslivsumsiinnedlugnmsiansand anuignudauasdnssdovedils

a

Tuszauufifinns Fadulfndeuledeenssiunmsimssegueasanmeiausssuludinuszdiu
3. AU URkAENSTUIUNT Y BULMIN TS

wnAnANUSBURURT AR awildedlusUuresdeyalunusssy winusildneglu
Usgaunisel inwe waznsufuRvesdau (Nonaka & Takeuchi, 1995) UugALUIARYLUUIAINTT
Seuiiauedn MaseuiiiaturiiunisiidusinlufanssunedeuiaznsujoRsiuiu (Lave &

Wenger, 1991) wuifansaesyigidanunlidnlaninuilugusdninainuazidoulesiuusun
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ussingu nsiiuniseenuuuAanssuviomaiiusesumsiidausan innimsliesgvinszuiuns
ﬁmamigﬂ%’mé’ﬁuLLawiaiaam&ﬂu"quﬁuu (Schianetz et al., 2007; Walter, 2009) @alinssuiung
ﬂgmuLwiqmﬁﬁauﬁgﬂawaﬂﬁmﬁaL“W&JnLﬂéaaﬁaL%dﬂﬁ%’mms LazazlaglRvuaIsIu1n ANUTALES
LLazmwiaﬁad‘ﬁLLquaguisluﬂssmuﬂ’ﬁé’mé’n (Cooke & Kothari, 2001) s1Adsiizaauslivih A
WlanszurumsyuvuwiinsiFeudlugiueg “nalniBsgnainer” Mmihilunsede dasdeu
uazfUTeIANLTRUSIIIvesA LT TRve sy Fehlvusuainsaldniusuesnudug

lunssiesesiunseuauIanneuen (Lave & Wenger, 1991; Smith, 2006)
4. MIFUATIEIUALYRIINNRIARINS

IINMTNUMIITIUNTIN MU NuAnwifieganunsassuiglasaivdmanaziiouly
Weiunliegnadaiau uwidwianisesuieluseduves “nseuiunis” lneanignisesuieinnnug
a o a ° Yy | aa o w a L A P
gnudn daseideu wavibiianueusssuegelsludinyszanTuvewusuluuiuniuiiviuios
(Simon, 2008; Smith, 2006; Walter, 2009)

Foridainathlugnisiauinsounuifian1sideluguiuuves Figure 1 Favdfunsesue
wsaneimusssiannsHedlugugaadns lugnisvianudilalugiug “nszuiunmsidagu
e fienuigninszideunasdosemiunsiouiiasnsufoluiaussiriumeldviunues
ANMUFUNUSITI81UND (Harrison, 2012; Smith, 2006) TPENTOULLIAATNIILIALY “NSEUIUANS
PUYUUMINSTEUS” (Community Learning Process: CLP) lUUKNUNA918IN15 AT 12 HIUNNS
\Bouleanszurunistes liun msszaumnuy Msi3eudiBeUftn uaznisteomanumnell
dfunssnaduanaeuenlugiuglassaieiidifuamiureussanveanug dewi Figure 1
FeimihidunalnidenssrinsmsmuminssanssufunsinsziidaUssdng Tngldedunei
nsgUUMImULRMIEsuiansase iy Asuanugan “dondiew” lug “gidwa

a wva

Tunisfienw” Teegelsluszauufimnas

; . § of
13 Ui 22 | atvuf 1 Squieu 2569 : 285693 Journal Thaf\lﬁtUd,ljc\S




915815 T
TIHITNTH

External Forces /"'/-_ﬂ\,‘\x\ Epistemic Sovereignty
* State Polici " Community \ * Recl H
ate Policies eclaiming F?’\Tage
* Market & Tourism / Knowledge Processes \ ® Cultural Agency
*® Expert Knowledge // — \ ® Local Empowerment
/ nowledge
( ’ & \ Mobilization
Knowledge & Power |
_ \ Knowledge Reclamation
Domination \ Heritage

\ Learning
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Peri-Urban Context: Power-Struggle Interface

Figure 1: This diagram shows three core internal processes: 1) knowledge mobilization;
2) local learing practices; and 3) heritage redefinition,

which function as the central “Community Learning Process (CLP)”.

NaN15398 (Main Result)

a

mamﬁé’f&L’%@qgmﬁmmwﬁaﬁﬂu‘lanmmﬁaaﬂﬁ%’mwaﬂiauimiﬁuaﬂmmmﬁmuﬁiiuchu
ANUANTUSIBIAINF-TIUIALNTEUIUNTYUYUUINTS BUS LU UaUa18U1e JamTauuny3
wandliiiud mefisnuusanmedanssalusiuniuiiviudesdiidibunssuiunis Adunateie
etiuagidasy mnulunavomainenudiudidsiua-ammiilivindendu eglsfinm
melfusanadufingnn nssuiunspmuwiimaBeu vimhidunalnidsainefideligua
aunsndnsudou sdeses uarituAusiunalunstommnduazasnnmsiaussaveamuodls

TusgauUuRnig
1. wadnAnui-grunslunsiemuusannisiausssuluiunsessesings

NaNITITET AU NMsfeuusanmTausssulusvalateunafiladunadnsainnig

1Y a

Wawdinmennvesiuiivnudiosiissegiuier mnouadunssuiumadeaine1iignudauay

o w

miunglanainanui-srunanliviniiesiu lnslaniznisaseuiivesnsouauiainaeuen

Favhwhdunaeindnlunisdnduamuaiazanumuisvossanneinusssuy lugiugiuiisesss

-y o A a Of I [
14 U 22 | avuil 1 dguigu 2569 : e285693 Joum,ilxl 10 Th«awlw§tUdzl/e18




SRR [V I TT (1] o W

Wng Muataeuwmdyiunsveeimvedasainugusas ssuuuilesadeldidaaau
AnudAguesiunivl lnglvianeiunisidussleviduasygiouaenisauununnnitnnudiiug
a o a A4 1 & adqda a = 1% i an v =
Weinusssuuarinafivaadeiatinunnes Mmavasuudamana lansenuiiissgiunienn
VBIYUYU WInadenanagIuANveI ity viesduegraduszuy Wesinnisanasvesiiui
NYATNTINRAESEUUEYATVIN TliReulumsdunenuaranuiiBeujifvewisstiugounens
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YaAUTlAMAT” (S. Kanokkanchana, personal interview, December 6, 2019) fgARINGT?
deiaunszuIuNSYITiAuSveIgNYY “Faem1” NIuNIRsgIuNeuen waztludnsseusy
anuzvewmuedluguzigniomunnningiisnnalunmsiey meldnssuiunsil usanmedamsssy
= v & a v A i a 1% ad a wa o g v
YosyurUgnANdIgnszuIuMsUsan I dududuiienisvieuiiey anud wayitujuRgnyinliie
wazdnvInaINUIUNIdIRNkazUsEiRmans dealiguuiiunumduiissfaivayuionssy
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Figure 2: The traditional water-based mobility lifestyle of the Plai Bang community residents.
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2. nsvrIuMIEYUiINsSeuiluguenaln@eeyaiven

widguruazegeliusinaduvensounuiaINNIeuen nansITeuandliiuin
nszUILNsTRTULRMIEsulusuameu vuhidunalnidegainendivmeddutu
Anufuuuiifentg uandniuilinnufifeoivesurunduinimureussalugiuy unds
msignisauazaninsaesuinuesld nsruIumsYmULianEeus shanludnuazvesyury

wiin1sURUR Tnserdanalnnisiidusiuseuuenagaveusssy Jadebiaudnidladanuzdu

v
o '

HLUEIIYAAAUAINTAABY 9 LATWTIZWAUNANIYBINTTHARAINSHIUNTaHla U URT

£

[

v A

sandlideyasyydn “nasanuviand 54 gnadhusfunUssyuiui sesnviiesls Alaundu

U

sV g TINnAuLEILSIN” (S. Sukpaen, personal interview, December 6, 2019) uag “ 1573

q

naudnnmen dnanseagilaan msznisvesiisnasyuluisaisdvateyssnm sfaed

e

ﬁfma'%’%iamiazsqm” (Lila W., personal interview, December 6, 2019) é’dﬁ?umit,%'aui’[,uu%um
fl¥deguunistneveaduussy mndalosiuAanssy msanse uaznisufoasmiuluiie
Uszdfu 1wy msvhemnsviesiu matddesinuazaass Sstaelandnlugmuiuiin annug
vosnuesanngn “Ilia3e” uasinumluBsdinuuaz musssy faiglideyaszyin “Inillia
Lazasa 1y vhonsviesiiu vield3esin-aaes is3aninanuiveaslivhszlemiliase

(S. Kanokkanchana, personal interview, December 6, 2019)

Figure 3: Mr. Wanchai Lila guiding visitors through the Chao Mae Thap Thim Shrine as a site

for transmission of community-based cultural knowledge.
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AFRUIUNUIMANUAITEIUUTZA LAZNISIINIANLTINTDVDIENITN LaRalmiudI n1sviadien
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- =

flsigndanadufanssudandeduuududu mnuwnduiufinsdeudmednuitievaeites

'
a 4 a

nsrUUNINERANNTTRgITUAIUAliUNSaeven) Iy viosdiu Aidlideyaseyin “yuwu

foatinaIvin sgnauiinulszdn nsvieaiiedfesdieiudavi. ldlavimniu” (w. Lila,

personal interview, December 6, 2019)

unumeinuarnsralugIusUNUNA BT IARIoUN SHANUATRYIEAL UseTRmans
WAEIRTINIAUNTEUIUN TP BUUIINI SIS Buiav N svieu e Tmusssy Jadlaviniing
Juilesaarunvieaiior mndulassasimednuiidiednssdevsasyilianuivesyuau

fmnumnesiniu adlideyaseyd

“msuszduiusamil Sndhunils fle msreefeusu ... omundinude
ﬁ]zﬁmwLau'%mauLﬁﬁaue?m%’uzywaiwﬁmﬁmzy” way “Addmsanlunis
wnn fisdusivesin gl denunnmedfaveduneliite dil
agfivglinszgninedune”

(S. Ayuwattako, personal interview, December 6, 2019)

“qurilannfnsiodn velrswdnfanssudieyusu. dasndianuivieadied
VaNeegNe 1 gluanii wsgnwssuensniiudeuluguey dfiaudindien
fanunsadnannsunsela”

(S. Wemamsaro, personal interview, December 6, 2019)
3. MaAgurug “esulnemgainer” vasusulateuns

HaN1TIREUTUI endimsaniiunszuuMIYNTLLAMSEELS Yl Ua1euns a1anse
wWasuanugannadu “Ingueanisfenn” lgnslu “gidnnalunisimun wily wasdnnses
ALY Aeafiuasanneiauessuvewmules Feavipunisiintuvesesulnenisaaivenlusyiu
UURN1s esUlwensgaiivendnan Usngriiuanuansavesuulunisldnnuiigal o
) a o/ b a v a b4 5
Junaeilumsuszidiusazuiuundeiaueanaiguen laedlaujiasaiuinieusniavue

mnusdenAnnseardnInenuiivatuliaenadesiuane Wiy uasarudiduveyuyy
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o vy o« = v v ' e U g va A
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fvrgzantuvestiutueass In1sdawsamtindiudedulll Snswmuiihdusglaan
nsviewgdunialudnmdmezuniidliyuyu” (S. Kanokkanchana, personal interview,
December 6, 2019) Uan Nt N15PBNRUVLEUNNWIBANY LA YUTURALNTIAATAMRIYUYY
viewdiendefinauwaziausssy agideyaseudn “wdnisszaumnudnmivainauluguyy
o o ¢ o 1 o a = a & PR o & A o
Aftund Adlvgjaniosd audu 9 weenauAawiusniuil asvheglslununiveusita
ayUeanundunmsvisadien indinsdrmaduniais nun wdvuadunisfissninviesiien

Ty (L. Chansom, personal interview, December 6, 2019)

Figure 4: Community-based tourism route designed to be grounded in local

knowledge and everyday practices.
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(S. Sukpaen, personal interview, December 15, 2019)

Figure 5: New products derived from the local wisdom of Plai Bang community
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UMaEULLazaﬁU‘JW (Conclusion and discussion)

WensuSeuisuiuissanssuiiley snidetvdunisesuiganmsidulas@ainging
Tunsfienuusann1eimusssy (Harrison, 2012; Smith, 2006) th'mﬁLﬂiww‘iuisﬁwﬁﬁams
Tnsuansbiiiudy guvudliduiesifunavedassadne mnuildudnszinisiamnsounsnues

wazdnszifaunnuiunszuiunsguruwiinIsseug egnelsiniu esulnenisgainedild

'
£

Aedulaesrlusfivieusannanudnuds mnudbunszuaunsituegfudeuluddassainsves
anwduiusneluguvy warusuniBsantuanaieuen deavvioutedinueinisdnaneninmg
neldsyuausnafilivindien (Cooke & Kothari, 2001; Smith, 2006) ﬁwmaﬁ oL SDCRA
yeengasyuyuludagaund wnustsesutedednin aAnuseuns wazanulinuueuwein1sasne

g1unInuaNuInelinudius3g NNy

HanNIAnwduGEI1 Nungudiewimihidy “Aunlensdnnui-81une” Aanudainsy

3

AA1R Larkl eI inundnd i uANINg YR IANNIeTAILETTH (Simon, 2008; Watson, 2009)
ag3lsinny Jeyanmaauinandualateuisandbiiiug nszuiunsnanaiilaandululu
anuazlTLdY MNUAgNUNINULSENUNSTUIUNSYNTULIN TS euiTuinused1iu Tnslamesiny

mszauAMUAniuLarnsindulasniunendavanisaiiviiad we. 2554 Faliteyaseyi
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‘. v - = v < PV ° @ v & ' PN a
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Jdusu” (S. Kanokkanchana, personal interview, December 6, 2019) %’a%aﬁaﬂaﬁﬁiﬁ,ﬁudﬂ

nsfignuusanneiausssudilignimuaainneueniiesediss mnusilunaveinisreses

Weanuineluguyy

Tudanseduse nansAnwasnadeafuiuimsusan@nwiBsimngiiuesin msdenuusan
meausssugniiulaelaseasnediung (Harrison, 2012; Smith, 2006) ag3lsinnu ATl
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Tuiumesmsvieadisndsimusssy nszuaunswanninlianuddytunsade “Ussaunsel”
dwsuguslanannniinmssnwianudumiusidernuinielugusu (MacCannell, 1999; Urry, 2002)
meléteulufingny mnudidaftRenagnuiudsuliaenndesiunnumemisvesmain dea
TanumnemsimusssugniinliiSeuineuasdnunanuiuniu Ssaenndosivdaininylu

aﬁimﬂiimﬁmmiﬁmLﬁaﬂmﬂﬁgmu (Giampiccoli & Kalis, 2012)

agslsfinu nadiAnwidualateuisuansliiiiiniy nssuiunsgusuwiinsiSeusannse
vt idunalniivasszaonieuiuiianisosnszuiunsdng Taeilaftuiligusuaunso
Avuadeulvveansianuiluldluiiunvesmsianlsshenuies daavviouunumussnis
SeusidiRuasnisairennusluseauyauy (Lave & Wenger, 1991; Nonaka & Takeuchi, 1995)
nsfieguesiiufinaBeuiludnuusiidanudidydentsinvammanaisvesanud way

Jestunsaavouanuminenainusssuliivdeliisyanmiansugia

Tufinnniestu derunuidliinuin msiaszinsanmeiausssusndudesiaudAyiu
nszvIuNsANNIgnvilidanugludiay snndinisadunguluuniessdusznouredmsan
\Weseeaied Teaenndesiudaaualidulugnisianudilannuslugiugnssuiunisfignas

wazmIRsluuSUNdsnu (Brenner & Schmid, 2015; Crotty, 1998)
1. NIBUIMNMIYUTULIAN ST U TUFIUENTUNTNUGIVINIEY 100 INEN

HANTSANY MU NsrUILNISYRTULRINIEeuS v duiiufimsnauas dnsedeu
LS BUGTR FeaamoudidudunnuduuuiBeingy wandaiuilfewily 8l
sonsuluguzanuiifinnuveusssu fegdradUsedndusnngrirunmsimunidunmeioadion
wazmsdaanssuluiudl Tnegliifoyaseydn “ffinisszaunnudadiuanauluguy. udamn

MuuatdunIsiazndnvieaiiealusn” (L. Chansom, personal interview, December 6, 2019)

uenNi miﬁ%’uﬁuﬁi’ﬂiﬁﬁ]uLma'aﬁaui azviounisléfuiinisansssudugiuveims
Gous Tneglyideyaszyin “quuuldindedeiieiunsuiuasuiiadonmagludeliduuvas
SeusyuYU” (S. Ayuwattako, personal interview, December 6, 2019) AT¥UIUNMIAINATIEUEUT
ANUIYNNAANIUNTUTRTINNINATINTANENOATIUINTTIH FRRARBIfULLIAANITIS U LY
anun1sad (Lave & Wenger, 1991) wazAU3UGUR (Nonaka & Takeuchi, 1995) Wit 13ty
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ANUALATEATENINIgNBUTURaTA (Giampiccoli & Kalis, 2012)
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