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Uranggadhat Nidana, Phra Chao Lieb Lok Legend

of Isaan Lanxang Version: Inheritance and Creativ-

ity

°

Surachai Chinnabutr”

Abstract

Uranggadhat Nidana or Phra That Phanom Legend, is part of the folk
literary of Thai-Laos culture. The story explains the building of Phra That
Phanom, along with the travels of Buddha into Lanxang kingdom along
the banks of Maekong River and the placing of his footprints in many places.
The article aims to study the inheritance of Uranggadhat in Isaan Region and

the creation of legends in the context of Thai-Lao culture.

The results found that Uranggadhat Nidana was created by poets
of the Lanxang Kingdom. Text was originally written on palm leaves but was
lost someplace around the Maekong River. Phraya Sri Chai Chompu, the
interior minister in the court of King Suriyawongsa, had it rewritten and
translated. Lao manuscripts of Uranggadhat Nidana have been printed on
the ocassion of cremation ceremony of the supreme patriarchs of Laos and

have been widely published on several occasions of the people living on the left

° This article is a part of the research “The Identity and Inheritance of the
Monastery Serfs of Wat Phra That Phanom Nakhon Phanom Province in Kao Bichabhagaya
Offering and Sia Kha Hua Ritual” and presented in national academic conference on
“FurynTIRMYT 1990055 wazTausssulng” in 40 years, Department of Thai language.
Faculty of Liberal Arts , 80 years Thammasat University.

® Lecturer of Department of Thai, Faculty of Humanities and Social Science,

Sakon Nakhon Rajabhat University.
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side of the Maekong River. Uranggadhat Nidana discusses many sacred religious
places, explaining how when the Buddha went to any location, he imprinted
his feet as evidence. Moreover, it was found that Uranggadhat Nidana was
created as literature for celebrations. This study reflects that the people living

around the Maekong River have had a strong belief in and respect for Buddhism.

Keyword : Uranggadhat Nidana, Phra Chao Lieb Lok, Isaan Lanxang,

Inheritance
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Religions Syncretism Beliefs in Spirits, Deities and
Buddhism in Chula-katin Ceremony of
Tai Yuan People in Wat Bantap Community,
Tambon Thapha, Mea Cham District,

Chiangmai Province®

Panupong Udomsilp®

Abstract

This research aims to study the religions syncretism beliefs in spirits,
deities, and Buddhism in Chula-katin ceremony of Tai Yuan people in Wat
Bantap Community, Tambon Thapha, Mae Cham District, Chiangmai Province
by investigating the pattern of the location setting and symbols used in the
ceremony, focusing on the context of the Tai Yuan’s traditional ceremony.
The findings show that the Chula-katin ceremony of Tai Yuan people reflects a
system of beliefs in spirits and deities that are traditional beliefs of Tai Yuan
people in Wat Bantap Community. Such beliefs have been well-blended with
Buddhist beliefs. The place setting for the ceremony is a symbolic area representing
belief in the four guardian deities of the earth, Goddess of the Earth,
temple spirits, and ancestral spirits. It is believed that these holy bodies are
committed to protecting their offspring and guarding the process of Chula-katin

ceremony to run smoothly.

Keywords: Religions Syncretism , Spirits, Deities, Tai Yuan People, Wat Bantap,

Chula-katin Ceremony

° This article is presented in national academic conference on “The Asian
Conference on Arts and Culture 2013, at Srinakharinwirot University, Bangkok, Thailand,
June 13-14, 2013

Assistant Professor Dr. Panupong Udomsilp is currently a head of Department

of Thai Oriental Language, Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University
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An Analysis of Characterized Names of People

in Chiang Rai
Suttha Rattanasak®

Panwadee Rattanasak’

Abstract

An analysis of characterized names of people in Chiang Rai aims
at investigating the source of these names, how they were initiated, and the
attitudes reflected from their characterized names in Tambon Tasud, Muang,
Chiang Rai. The data was obtained from interviewing and questionnaires from
respondents living in 11 villages, four respondents from each village, with the
total number of respondents being 44. Each respondent gave 10 characterized
names based on 13,421 villagers. The total number of characterized names was
440.

The results showed that the characterized names were derived from
7 reasons: physical appearance; behavior; careers; and metaphors;
family background; nationality and religion; places; important events;
and inflections. Physical appearance included shapes and body organs,
with 172 characterized names found (39.10 %). Behaviors were classified
into positive and negative behaviors, with 143 names found (32.50 %).
Careers were classified into product names and job descriptions and metaphors,
with 67 names found (15.22 %).

¢ MrSuttha Rattanasak is currently a lecturer in the Department of Thai Language
and Culture, School of Liberal Arts, Maefahluang University.
¢ Mr.Panwadee Rattanasak is currently a lecturer in the Department of Thai

Language and Culture, School of Liberal Arts, Maefahluang University.
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Family background was classified into intimates, relatives and nationality
and religion, with 26 names found (5.90 %). Places were classified into
location, geographical area, and originality, with 14 names found
(3.18 %). Important events were classified into old names, and past events,
with 11 names found (2.50 %). Lastly, inflections were classified into
syllable inflection and word inflection which show no relationship with the
person, but for transposition of the sounds and spoonerism, with seven names

found (1.60 %).

The analysis from individual attitudes toward characterized names
found that most characterized names were related to negative attitudes;
approximately 287 characterized names (65.22 %) were derived from physical
appearance, behaviors, important events, and language use. In addition, some
characterized names were not related to any opinions; approximately 115
characterized names (26.13 %) were derived from careers, family background,
places, language use and important events. Lastly, positive attitudes toward
characterized names were found to be the least, with approximately 38
characterized names (8.63 %), and they were derived from behavior,

physical appearance, and important events.

As for the use of language expressions, the characterized names
both in standard Thai and northern Thai were literal meaning and figurative
meaning of each character. The use of syllable, word or phrase may be different
according to their circumstances or situations. Moreover, characterized names
also reflect the social context and a culture of seniority in the family, family

relations, personal roles in the community and diverse ethnicity.

Keywords: Characterized name, People, Chiang Rai
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The Views of Thailand’s Leading Theravada
Buddhist Monks on Human Rights

Panutat Yodkaew"

Abstract

Regarding the views of Thailand’s leading Theravada Buddhist monks
on human rights, Panutat Yodkaew analyses the perspectives from which
Buddhadasa and Phra Promgunabhorn looked at the modern concept of
human rights. Navigating through their famous pieces of writing, he portrays
how Buddhadasa and Phra Promgunabhorn argued for elimination of avijja
or ignorance as the root cause of so many problems regarding human rights
violations, as well as explains why the modern concept of human rights hardly
convinced Thailand’s leading Buddhist monks of its logical foundation and
its practicality. However, both Buddhadasa and Phra Promgunabhorn did
not negate the raison d’etre of the human rights regime operating in various
regions. Rather, they warned against the danger of ignorance, partiality, hatred
and prejudice inherent in our human nature as factors detrimental to the
world’s peace and justice. Interestingly, Buddhadasa and Phra Promgunabhorn
share a common view that overall modern education does not recognize
the importance of ethics. As a result, modern men are still driven by greed,

self-centeredness and self-interest.

Keywords: Views, Thailand’s leading, Theravada Buddhist monks, Human rights

“ Mr.panutat Yodkaew is currently a diplomatic officer, The Ministry of foreign
Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand.
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Crimes in Thai Folk Literature in the Era of King
Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravudh (1868-1925)

Dome Kripakorn®

Abstract

This article focuses on stories about crimes that appear in the folk
literature in Central Thailand, namely Wat-Koh Books, during the reign of King
Chulalongkorn and King Vajiravudh in order to understand the meaning of
“crime” in the aspect of the people of the Central egion during the transition

to modern times.

Studying texts found in Wat-Koh Books shows that the books suggested
views on “crime” and “criminal” in accordance with modern or Western concept s
that Siamese elites adopted in the reign of King Chulalongkorn and King
Vajiravudh. Crime and criminals were considened undesirable that the
state must control or eradicate. This reflects the communication of modern

ideas to people.

Keywords: Crimes, King Chulalongkorn, King Vajiravudh, Wat-Koh books

° Dr.Dome Kraipakorn is currently a lecturer in the Department ment of History,

Faculty of Social Sciences, Srinakhariwirot University.
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Dr. Surachai Chinnabutr is currently a lecturer in the Department
of Thai Language, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Sakon Nakhon

Rajabhat University.
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Assistant Professor Dr. Panupong Udomsilp is currently a head

of Department of Thai Oriental Languages, Faculty of Humanities,

Srinakharinwirot University.
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Mr. Suttha Rattanasak is currently a lecturer in the Department of

Thai Language and Culture, School of Liberal Arts, Maefahluang University.
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Mrs. Pannwadee Rattanasak is currently a lecturer in the Department of

Thai Language and Culture, School of Liberal Arts, Maefahluang University.
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Mr. Panutat Yodkaew is currently a diplomatic officer, The Ministry

of foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand.
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Dr. Dome Kraipakorn is currently a lecturer in the Department of

History, Faculty of Social Sciences, Srinakharinwirot University.
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