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Changes in the Thai national language policy
in the education system from the Plaek

Phibunsongkhram to Prayut Chan-o-cha periods”

Manasikarn Hengsuwan®

Abstract

This research attempts to analyze the changes of language policy in
education in Thailand by studying information in Thailand’s education
curriculums, announcements and interviews by prime ministers from 2480-2559
BE. - that is, from Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram to General Prayut
Chan-O-Cha. The main issues are the number of languages that have been
taught in schools, the number of hours of each language is allowed to be taught,
and factors that cause changes to language policies in education. The results
show that the Nationalist Announcement, which stated that “Thai language is
Thailand’s national language”, in the government led by Field Marshal Plaek
Phibunsongkhram in 2483 BE. resulted in Thai language becoming the
national and official language. This led to a situation whereby no other

curriculum was needed to ensure that Thai language was used in instruction,

" This article is a part of the research project “The Competing of the National
Languages and English in ASEAN Countries: Study of Language and Choice in the Do-
mains of Law, Media, Education, Literature and Politics” which is funded by the Thailand
Research Fund and presented in the academic conference on “English VS Thai, Which One
Wins?: The Competition between the World Language and the National Language in the
Globalizing World.”, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University.

“Lecturer of Division of Teaching Thai Language, Department of Curriculum

and Instruction, Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University.
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except in cases where it was required to enforce the learning of other
languages owing to social changes, such as migration, business, technology
advancement and allying with other countries. This caused an increase in
learning hours of English, Chinese and Japanese, as well as the
establishment of schools that specifically teach those languages.
Accordingly, changes in language policies in the education system have been
indicators of the visions of government leaders, as well as a sign of the

competition between Thai language and other languages.

Keywords: Language Policy, Education Domain, Curriculum, Thai Government
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Tsunami : A Powerful Shake on the Vision

of Death in Thai Short Stories

Nantawan Sunthonparasatid

Abstract

Short stories dealing with the tsunami that hit Thailand in 2006 are
representations of disorder and irrational death, which is explained as the
work of fate. The representation of death in the selected works incorporates
two crucial assumptions: the belief in science and technology used to dominate
the natural world and religious beliefs as a place of refuge. These short
stories reveal that modern and breakthrough technology used to facilitate
living, in fact, exposes people to more risk when they face natural disasters.
Religion, at the same time, has not lost its importance. The selected short

stories reveal that the only comfort is the unity of people.

Keyword: Tsunami Thailand, Death, Risk
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The Complexity of the Genre and
the Debate Regarding Nirat

Namphueng Padamalangula’

Abstract

Genre is a fundamental issue in studying literature as both authors
and readers tend to link the texts with the genres they belong to. In terms of
Thai literature, nirat is a group of texts that raises interesting questions
regarding genre. With the aid of Western literary theory regarding genre
studies, this article aims to explore the debate on nirat and its complexity as

a genre.

Keywords: genre Nirat

* Lecturer, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
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Stratagems in the Ta Mi Chak Version of Khmer
Reamker: Influences from King Rama I’s

Rendition of Thai Ramakien®

Tubtim Saliang®
Associate Professor Ubol Tedtong, Ph.D.”

Abstract

This article investigates tactics and ploys used to outwit an
opponent or achieve an end in King Rama I's rendition of Ramakien,
Thailand’s national epic, in comparison with the Ta Mi Chak version of
Khmer Reamker, with a particular focus on the tactics and ploys found in
the Ta Mi Chak version. It was found that the stratagems found in the
Ta Mi Chak version were derived from Ramakien, with the influences
manifested in five significant ways: complete adoption, adoption with the
addition of details, adoption with the reductions of details, adoption with a
repetition of details, and adoption with the chronological order of an event
being rearranged. The Ta Mi Chak version selects and makes use of these
stratagems since it was intended to be composed as a hymn. In so doing,

it takes into consideration factors such as timing, amusement and content

“ This article is a part of a thesis titled: “A comparative study of Ta Mi Chak
Version of Khmer Reamker and King Rama I Version of Thai Ramakien”.

“ MA student from the Master Program in Thai, the Department of Thai,
Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University.

° Associate Professor in the Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn

University.
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that must be easily digestible. This study suggests that the utilization and
incorporation of these maneuvers is one reason that this particular piece of

literature widely popular in Khmer.

Keywords: King Rama I Rendition of Ramakien, Ta Mi Chak Version of

Khmer Reamker, Stratagems in Ramakien
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The Role of Shiva in Thai Folktales

Catthaleeya Aungthongkamnerd”

Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to compile Thai folktales and to
study the roles of Shiva as portrayed in those folktales. Based on 30 Thai
folktales, it is found that the role of Shiva is most frequently found in Southern
Thai folktales, followed by the folktales from the central, the northern and
the northeastern regions, respectively. Shiva’s roles in Thai folktales can be
classified into seven groups: the giver, the conqueror, the helper, the world
controller, the creator, the challenger (and also the one who is being challenged)
and the educator. Although these seven roles played by Shiva in Thai folktales
remain similar to those in Hinduism, it is found that certain modifications
have been made in order to make Shiva’s role in Thai folktales appear more

in line with Buddhist beliefs.

Key words: Shiva, Thai folktales, roles

° Lecturer, Department of Folklore, Philosophy and Religion, Faculty of

Humanities, Naresuan University.
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Phenomenon of Belief in Rahu: Dynamics of

Symbol Transmission and Creation in Thai Arts.

Prasirt Runra®

Abstract

This research focuses on the creation and succession of the Rahu
symbol in Thai art, as well as the importance of the belief in Rahu in Thai
society in the central, eastern and western regions by using field observation
method, together with participant observation. The study of the succession
of Rahu in Thai art found that there are two types of such representations:
sculpture and Thai painting, including murals. The research found that the
succession of the Rahu symbol in Thai art has been the result of the concept

of Rahu according to Buddhism.

The research found that the concept of Rahu incorporates Brahman-
Hindu ideas, but was created in a Buddhist context as it is used in Buddhist
settings. The study found that the Rahu symbol is used in three ways. First
is the idea of the creation of the Buddhist site as the center of the universe.
Second is the idea of worshiping the Buddha in the future. The last factor
is the idea of using Rahu to teach morals in Thai society. The symbolism of
Rahu in art has four main factors. First, there is the idea of astrology in Thai
society. Second are the characteristics and phenomena of Buddhism in Thai
society, categorized into two factors: 1) popular Buddhism and 2) Buddhist

commercialism. Third is the role of Rahu as a universal symbol in Thai society.

® Assistant Professor in Department of Thai and Eastern Language and Culture,

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University.
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Lastly, a new meaning of Rahu in Thai society can be classified into three
meanings: 1) Rahu: the symbol for elimination of evil; 2) Rahu: the symbol of

fortune; and 3) Rahu: the symbol of change.

Keywords: Rahu, Symbol, Belief, Transmission, Creation
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RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.1/2008 (Price
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RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.2/2009 (Price
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RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.3/2010 (Price
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& RIAN THALI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.4/2011 (Price
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& RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol5/2012 (Price
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o. RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.6/2013 (Price
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¢0. RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol7/2014 (Price
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&. RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.8/2015 (Price
200 baht)
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o. Essays on Thai Folklore by Phraya Anuman Rajadhon Bangkok:

Institute of Thai Studies, Chulalongkorn University, 2009 (Price
350 baht)
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Dr. Manasikarn Hengsuwan is currently a lecturer in the Division of
Teaching Thai Language, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Faculty
of Education, Chulalongkorn University.
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Dr. Nantawan Sunthonparasatid is currently a lecturer in Department

of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University.
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Dr. Namphueng Padamalangula is currently a lecturer in Department

of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University.
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Tubtim Saliang is currently a master degree student from the Master

Program in Thai, the Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University.
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Associate Professor Dr. Ubol Tedtong is currently an associate

professor in Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University.
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Dr. Catthaleeya Aungthongkamnerd is currently an associate
professor in Department of Folklore, Philosophy and Religion, Faculty of
Humanities, Naresuan University.
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Assistant Professor Dr. Prasirt Runra is currently a lecturer in

Department of Thai and Eastern Language and Culture, Faculty of Liberal

Arts, Thammasat University.
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