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The Reign of Human Capital Accumulation:
King Chulalongkorn’s Policy in Sending His Sons
to Study in Europe

Supang Chantavanich'

Abstract

During the reign of King Chulalongkorn, twenty of his sons were
sent to continue their studies in Europe during 1885-1906. The King had
a resolution to modernize Siam in many fields, including administration,
infrastructure development, as well as reforms in the judicial, education and
agricultural sectors. The Siamese princes were sponsored by King
Chulalongkorn’s own funds to study from public school level to university
level. The fields of study covered law, economics, military, engineering,
agriculture, liberal arts, political science, education, medical science and
architecture in England, Germany, France and Russia. After graduation, all
the princes returned to Siam and became significant driving forces in the
reform of the nation. Modern bureaucracy, Western army, expansion of
infrastructure (roads, railways, canals) and public utilities (water) necessary
for development, as well as reforms in law, finance, education, public health
and agriculture, were put in place. King Chulalongkorn’s investment in human
capital accumulation through the international migration of his sons to Europe

proved important in modernizing Thailand.

Keywords: King Chulalongkorn, Sons of King Chulalongkorn, International

migration in Europe, human capital accumulation

! Emeritus professor, Facutly of Polical Science, Chulalongkorn University
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The Golden and Silver Flowers - The Tributary
Flowers: from a Symbol of Friendship to a

Representation of Authority

Kriangkrai Honghengseng'

Abstract

When discussing tributary offerings that appeared in historical records
in the tributary state period, many may think of “golden and silver flowers
or trees”, despite the fact that there were other kinds of the tributes that the
tributary states offered to Siam, such as produce, local products, weapons
and other economically valuable objects. It can be said that golden and silver
flowers were construed as a symbol or a representation of political unevenness
between the superior and the inferior states. Nevertheless, golden and silver
flowers were more significant than being only a tribute - they became items
of worship to religious objects and places, symbolizing becoming a Buddhist.
They were later a gift or a tribute to felicitate the birth of a prince or
princess, symbolizing the growth of the tree. They were also used for the sake of
showing gratitude or royalty to the monarchy and for bartering commodity
between countries. Finally, they were used in accolades or aggrandizement of
the nobility or the investiture of a royal title. They also influenced Thai

royal-court performing arts and literature.

Keywords: Golden and Silver Flowers; Tribute; Symbol; Representation

" A lecturer in Faculty of Liberal Arts, Mahidol University
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An Analysis of Buddhist Teachings
for Developing the Concept of Human Rights

Panutat Yodkaew'

Abstract

The article aims to create a Buddhist model of human rights by taking
into consideration analyses given by world-famous scholars on the topic of
“human rights and Buddhism”, such as Damein Keown, Jay L. Garfield, Patrick
Hayden, and Perera. The author argues that the concept of human rights is
similar to Buddhist teachings in that both are intended to promote peace and
respect for human dignity. The research findings show that according to
commentary given by Thailand’s leading Buddhist monks on the modern
concept of human rights, the concept of human rights is well structured to
express global concerns over human peace and wellbeing following the end
of World War 1II, but is still devoid of what can be considered “the highest
echelons of goodness/virtue” equivalent to the Buddhist notion of

Samma Pafiia.

The research findings reveal that based on a Western legal
philosophical notion that duties entail rights, it is the duties echoed in the
Buddhist concept of the Middle Path that can lead to unlimited rights and
freedom. The Middle Path is found to be able to complement or even add

the value of Buddhist ultimate good to the modern concept of human rights.

' Diplomatic Official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand
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Integration of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, with some
doctrines selected from the Buddhadhamma, has been proposed as another

theoretical option for Buddhist society.

Keywords: Human Rights, Buddhism, Discourse, the Middle Path, Threefold

Learning, Integration
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Urban Culture in the Marginal Areas of Bangkok
and the Periphery

Sowatree Nathalang'

Abstract

The purposes of this article are 1) to present holistically urban growth
and changes relevant to current urban development in the marginal areas of
Bangkok and the periphery and 2) to analyze the diversity of people’s
pattern of life and cultural consumption in such areas. The area of this
study includes residential, economic and commercial areas located in the
northern and western part of Bangkok, i.e Vipawadee Rangsit, Kaset-Nawamin,
Ngamwongwan, Rattanaitbet, Bang Yai and Bangbuathong-Chaiyapreuk
junctions. A qualitative method, including participant and non-participant

non-formal and in-depth interviews, was used.

The study reveals that the expansion of Bangkok and the periphery
is relevant to the trend of urban development in Southeast Asian countries.
Such physical development leads to comfort and modernity, including
concentration of consumerism and the increase of the urban middle class;
whereas diverse problems caused by urban growth and urbanism as a way
of life still persist. However, urban development in such areas could be
balanced and sustainable if localism in physical, environmental and

cultural aspects is stressed.

Keywords: urban culture, marginal area, Bangkok and periphery

! An assistant professor in Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty

of Social Science.
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Kan Ma Yuean Khong Ying Cha-ra: Creative
Process of Making Western Plays for

Thai Audiences’

Arthri Vanichtrakul®

Abstract

The aim of this practiced based research was to explore the creative
theatrical process. The objectives of the research were to examine a play script
based on the original Western dramatic literature, The Visit, which was adapted
using Buddhist doctrines of lustful desires and karma, and to explore the
stage directing of the adapted script Kan Ma Yuean Khong Ying Cha-ra that
applied expressionist techniques. Thus, the working processes consisted of two
stages, the script adaptation and the play direction. The findings reveal that
Thai audiences can understand the theme of the play and also the agony of
the characters. In conclusion, presenting this play based on Western dramatic
literature could be understood by Thai audiences as the literature’s theme is
universal and several creative theatrical methods were applied for a better

understanding by the audience.

Keywords: script adaptation, play directing, western theatre, dramatic

literature, Buddhism

' This article is part of the research report on “Exploring the Literary
Adaptation and Directorship of Friedrich Durrenmatt’s Kan Ma Yuean Khong Ying Cha-ra.
2 A lecturer in Department of Performing Arts, Faculty of Music and Performing

Arts, Burapha University.
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“Once one is born a woman,
she should be careful to preserve her purity”:
Representation of Female Characters as Lessons

for Women in Dalang by King Rama I

Thaneerat Jatuthasri'

Abstract

This paper studies the representation of female characters in Dalang
by King Rama I and examines the lessons for women, reflecting on their
representation. The study finds that the female characters in Dalang represent
various types of woman in relation to and opposite to the ideal qualities of
women. Such representation explicitly indicates life lessons for women with
regard to what a woman should and should not be. Those lessons harmonize
with the concept of womankind expressed in some Parnji stories and Thai
female didactic literature. Lessons for women expressed through the
representation of female characters enhance the value and significance of Dalang

as a female didactic literary work.

Keywords: Dalang; female characters; representation; lessons for women
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RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.1/2008 (Price
150 baht)
RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.2/2009 (Price
200 baht)
RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.3/2010 (Price
200 baht)
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& RIAN THALI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.4/2011 (Price
200 baht)

& RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol5/2012 (Price
200 baht)

o. RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.6/2013 (Price
200 baht)

¢0. RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol7/2014 (Price
200 baht)

d. RIAN THAI International Journal of Thai Studies Vol.8/2015 (Price
200 baht)

nilsdio
o. Essays on Thai Folklore by Phraya Anuman Rajadhon Bangkok:

Institute of Thai Studies, Chulalongkorn University, 2009 (Price
350 baht)
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Narratives in Asia and Beyond” a@uwsstfigsfiausnanssinnimnu-
TN AL HUTHTBNUENIRIYNILBUNY &€ W38 Tl a0
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Biographies of the authors

AIERSIASEARAAN A9.809A Sundiy
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foRuIneuazinyuyIng AMEIFFNERs INAINTlINEEY

Emeritus professor Dr. Supang Chantavanich was an emeritus
professor in Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty of Political

Science, Chulalongkorn University.

2139158 P9.n3eulng douidutde

panseelng dovady Yagtudusasduszdnnefaumans
NN NN

Dr. Kriangkrai Honghengseng is currently a lecturer in Faculty of
Liberal Arts, Mahidol University.
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wiennin vosawt Pegtuduaemnisn nsenssnissuszme
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MR. Panutat Yodkaew is currently a second secretary in Royal Thai

Embassy, Islamabad, Pakistan.
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Assistant professor Dr. Sowatree Nathalang is currently an assistant
professor in Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty of Social

Sciences, Kasetsart University.
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Dr. Arthri Vanichtrakul is currently a lecturer in Department of

Performing Arts, Faculty of Music and Performing Arts, Burapha University.
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Assistant professor Dr. Thaneerat Jatutasri is currently an assistant

professor in Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
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