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The Episode of “Darasa Baela”
(The Self-immolation of Darasa) in Bot Lakhon Ram
Rueang Inao by Prince Narathippraphanphong:

The Composition and Its Value

Thaneerat Jatuthasri *

Abstract

This paper examines the composition and value of the episode in which
Darasa immolates herself in Bot Lakhon Ram Rueang Inao composed by Prince
Narathippraphanphong. The study finds that Prince Narathippraphanphong
adapted Inao composed by King Rama Il into the play in order to perform his
Lakhon Ram. There are four techniques employed by the Prince to compose
the episode in Bot Lakhon Ram Rueang Inao: modification of the narration of
Inao of King Rama lI; incorporation of descriptions, songs, and dialogues from
Inao of King Rama II; creation of descriptions as well as setting new songs
and dialogues in the play; and the addition of practical details that are useful
for the performance. As a result, Bot Lakhon Ram Rueang Inao by Prince
Narathippraphanphong contains value as a literary work as well as a script for

performance. Particularly, it indicates how the Inao dance drama of Prince

* Assistant Professor, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn

University. e-mail: Thaneerat.j@chula.ac.th



ardruysrAgailn 24 afiui 2 (nengnAN-Fuaan 2560) 81

Narathippraphanphong, an example of historical performance practice in the

reign of King Rama V, was performed.

Keywords: Inao; dance drama; Prince Narathippraphanphong; the composition
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