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The Study of Vowels H[€] and 1] [e] Differentiations in

Korean Native Speakers by OpenSesame Program*

Paphonphat Kobsirithiwara ™™

Abstract

This research aims to study differentiations of the vowels H[€) and ] [e]
by Korean native speakers by employing the OpenSesame program. In order to
obtain various data sets, the researcher selected 36 Korean male and female
participants of different ages and occupations. The findings reveal that there is
the problem of differentiating the vowels 11 [€] and I [e]. Korean native speakers
correctly differentiated the vowel 1 [€] at 53% and the vowel | [e] at 52%. These

findings will be employed in developing Korean teaching.

Keywords: Korean language pronunciation; mother language transfer;

OpenSesame program

* The author is financially supported by the funding of Department of Eastern
Languages, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University 2017.
= Lecturer, Department of Eastem Languages, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart
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