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A Study of Logical Fallacies in Daily Life: A Case Study

of Comments on Web Board of Internet User*

. kk
Napatsorn Wasuwatcongsin

Widya Sakyabhinand ***

Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were 1) to study logical fallacies 2) to
study fallacious arguments of comments on a social network by users on the
drama-addict.com web board, and 3) to analyze fallacious arguments of comments
on a social network by users on the drama-addict.com web board with logical
rules. This was a documentary research about the logical fallacies and
comments on the drama-addict. com web board. Data collected were from
books on logic, research materials and comments on three topics on the

drama-addict.com web board posted in 2013.

The study found that there were three types of logical fallacies: 1)

formal fallacies 2) material fallacies and 3) psychological fallacies. Analyzing

* This paper is a part of the author's dissertation “A Study of Logical

Fallacies in Daily Life: A Case Study of Comments on Web Board of Internet User”

* Master's student, Department of Philosophy and Religion, Faculty of

Humanities, Kasetsart University. e-mail: narukonike@gmail.com

*** Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Religion, Faculty

of Humanities, Kasetsart University. e-mail: frumwys@ku.ac.th
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comments on the drama- addict. com web board with these three logical
fallacies, it was found that, out of 379 statements from the three study cases,
150 statements (39.58%) were fallacious. Most of them were repeated fallacious
arguments. The three most common kinds of fallacies were: colored words (97
occurrences/ 32.23%), faulty analogies (52 occurrences/ 17.28%) and personal
attacks (47 occurrences/ 15.61%) among the total of 301 fallacious arguments.
The most common kinds of fallacious arguments used were psychological
fallacies (colored words and personal attacks) and second to these were
material fallacies. This could be interpreted to mean that the users on the
drama- addict. com web board in the three study cases preferred arguing on
the basis of feeling rather than reason, and jumping to conclusions rather than

obtaining correct information.

Keywords: Logic; Fallacy; Comments on web board of internet users;

Website drama-addict.com
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