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An Analytical Study of Arguments Explaining the Birth

of Thai Democracy*

Narupon Sataporn**
Theerat Saengkaew***

Tanet Panhuaphai****

Abstract

This research aimed at studying historical texts on the origin of
democracy in Thai society, which is believed to have been bestowed by the
monarch. This has become a collective memory that “The original sovereignty
belonged to the monarch. This original sovereignty was given to the people by
the monarch. Hence, the monarch is a democratizer.” Here, the research
methodology was conducted in the style of philosophical argumentation

analysis, asking whether the argument was sound. The result of the study

* This article is part of a research project titled “An Analytical Study: History
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revealed that the argument was unsound. This is because the truth of the first
premise “The original sovereignty belongs to the monarch” and the second
one “The monarch gives his sovereignty to the people” cannot be proved true.
It is found that the truth of the premise of traditionalists, claiming that Thai
monarch’s accession to the throne is authorized by the people, and the premise
that his right to the throne is based on succession, cannot be confirmed true
by either evidence or principle. The premises imply original sovereignty did not
belong to the monarch. The research, therefore, concluded that the argument

is unsound.

Keywords: Logic; History; Democracy
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