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Verbal Hedges: Linguistic Feature to Distinguish between

True and False Statements*

Pattanida Sodabun™™

. skksk
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Abstract

Behaviors and manners of speaking between truthful and deceptive
speakers are usually different and could be used to verify the truthfulness of
statements. This article aims to study whether verbal hedges in Thai can be used
to distinguish truthful statements from deceptive ones. Sixty subjects were asked
to watch a video recording a crime scene and testify as a witness of the incident.

They were asked to give both true and false statements. Verbal hedges were then
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marked and counted in those statements. It was found that verbal hedges were
used more frequently in true statements. The difference in frequency of occurrence
of verbal hedges between true and false statements was statistically significant
(p<0.05). Therefore, verbal hedges could be used as a clue in identifying

truthfulness of statements in Thai.

Keywords: Lying; True Statement; False Statement; Deception Detection
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ugavnwa s lanled uuaazevns

TRUE LE
No. Hegding ratio No. Hegding ratio
1 243 10 0.04115226 1 101 3 0.029703
2 119 4 0.03361345 2 249 6 0.024096
3 113 2 0.01769912 3 343 8 0.023324
4 183 12 0.06557377 4 464 13 0.028017
5 200 12 0.06 5 101 3 0.029703
6 97 8 0.08247423 6 66 0 0.000000
7 102 12 0.11764706 7 106 3 0.028302
8 155 11 0.07096774 8 67 0 0
9 172 8 0.04651163 9 273 7 0.025641
10 68 10 0.14705882 10 104 11 0.105769
11 157 18 0.11464968 11 108 2 0.018519
12 153 12 0.07843137 12 121 3 0.024793
13 85 2 0.02352941 13 118 4 0.033898
14 112 B 0.07142857 14 129 3 0.038760
15 110 7 0.06363636 15 173 14 0.080925
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17 135 7 0.05185185 17 58 0 0
18 177 14 0.07909605 18 71 2 0.028169
19 89 7 0.07865169 19 82 1 0.012195
20 123 5 0.04065041 20 104 3 0.028846
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