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Syntactic and Semantic Properties of Verbs of

Separation in Thai"

Kiat Thep(:huaysuk*’k

Kingkarn Thepkanjana***

Abstract

This article is a cognitive linguistic study of syntactic and semantic
properties of Thai separating verbs. The data used in the analysis were
obtained using elicitation tools of the Max Planck Institute of Psychological
Linguistics, which are video clips representing separating events. In this research,
factor analysis and correspondence analysis were the statistical tools which
were used to categorize separating events in to groups and plot a semantic
map of the events, analyzed though the observation of the argument structures
and transitivity alternation behavior. Semantically, ‘action’ separating verbs are
categorized on the basis of whether or not the instrument appears, the type of

instrument used, the direction and force used in the action sub-event, and
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predictability of the locus of separation in the affected object. However, when
using the result verbs, Thai speakers only consider from features of the affected
object and whether or not the manner of separation and instrument effecting
separation appeared. Syntactically, Thai separating verbs are categorized into
four groups, those are, action verbs which cannot undergo detransitivization,
result verbs which cannot appear in the causative construction, causative/

inchoative alternating verbs, and verbs which appear in resultative constructions.

Keywords: separating verbs; transitivity; transitivity alternation; cognitive

linguistics
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