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Enregisterment: A Linguistic Anthropological Concept

Moodjalin Sudcharoen”

Abstract

Enregisterment is a linguistic anthropological framework which
describes a semiotic process in which ways of speaking become indexically
linked to certain social qualities and values. In this process, linguistic repertoires
are given metapragmatic labels and stereotypes which are socially regulated,
typified, and mobilized across multiple time-spaces. This results in what
sociolinguists call, “registers,” widely recognized ways of speaking within a
speech community which usually get sociopolitically organized and hierarchized.
In this article, | propose that the usefulness of the enregisterment concept is not
limited to the study of language but also the study of other semiotics forms
including person-type labels. As this theoretical framework emphasizes the
mobility of signs, it calls our attention to the trajectory of semiotic forms across
multiple modalities of discursive interaction. The analytical framework of
enregisterment will guide us to new research questions as well as diverse
methodological approaches, which is beneficial to research on language, culture,

and society in Thai contexts both theoretically and methodologically.

* Lecturer, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
and Ph.D. candidate in anthropology, University of Chicago, USA, e-mail:

moodsudcharoen@uchicago.edu
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