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Through Ecofeminist Eyes: Woman, Nature and Maternal

Absence in Linda Hogan’s Solar Storm"

Woramas Tunpattrakul**

Abstract

This article aims to explore the relationship between woman and nature,
and the importance of maternal absence as the main plot in Solar Storm, a novel

by Linda Hogan, through an ecofeminist perspective.

The study shows that this piece of literary work illustrates ecofeminist
concept that there are connections between the domination of women and the
domination of nature. Maternal absence is employed in this novel to echo the
author's voice in criticizing and deconstructing the exploitative stances that
governs the mother-nature metaphor. In this novel, the author insists that

“motherhood” is not the always-idealistic position, but should be considered as

* This article is part of a doctoral dissertation on “Eco-ferminism in Native
Woman Writers’ Ecological Literary Works” for Ph.D. Program in Literature and
Comparative Literature, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University and is supported by
Chulalongkorn University Graduate scholarship to commemorate the 72" Anniversary

of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;.

" PhD.’s student, Ph.D. Program in Literature and Comparative Literature,
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an alternative identity for women. At the meantime, the author suggests that
hierarchical dualism and logic of domination that influence western culture should
be replaced with holistic worldview and care ethics that seeks to maintain
relationships by contextualizing and promoting the well-being of both care-givers

and care-receivers in a network of social relations.

Keywords: ecofeminism; motherhood; Linda Hogan
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environment. (Roach, 2003, p. 45)
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Loretta smelled of something sweet, an almost odor that
| [Bush] couldn’t place until years later. Her skin, even her
dress, was thick with it. When | finally placed the odor, when
| knew it was cyanide, | knew who she was what people she
came from. She was from the Elk Islanders, the people who

became so hungry they ate the poisoned carcasses of deer
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that settlers left out for the wolves. The starving people ate

that bait. (Hogan, 1995, p. 38)
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When she [Loretta] was still a girl, she’d been taken and
used by men who fed her and beat her and forced her. That
was how one day she became the one who hurt others. It was
passed down. | could almost hear their voices when she
talked, babbling behind hers, men’s voices speaking English.
(...) We wanted to hate her. But Loretta wasn’t the original sin.

(Hogan, 1995, p. 41)
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| [Bush] saw Harold’s face and Loretta’s red hair on you
mother [Hannah] that day she came out of the water. She
smelled of the same bitter sweet almonds. It was a fainter
odor, but it was still there all the same. We guessed her to be
about ten years old. She had empty eyes I'll never forget.

No matter how we scrubbed, the smell never came off
that poor girl. It was deeper than skin. It was blood-deep. It

was history-deep, Old Man said.” (Hogan, 1995, p. 41)
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