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Linguistic Change in Present Day Phuket Thai
through Dialect Contact”

Challika Mahaphuntong**

M.R.Kalaya Tingsabadh***

Abstract

This research aimed at analyzing the dialect contact phenomenon
in Phuket Thai. The linguistic variables consist of 36 lexical items and two
phonological variables: final glottal stop (?) in long checked syllables and
the vowels (ei, a1, ou) in open syllables. The data were collected from 120
informants in Phuket province. They were classified into four groups
according to their ancestors’ birthplaces: Phuket, Southern Thailand where
Eastern Southern Thai is spoken, Southern Thailand where Western
Southern Thai is spoken and Central Thailand. Each of these groups was

divided into three age groups: over 60 years old, 35-45 years old and 10-20

* This paper is a part of the author's dissertation titled “Lexical and
Phonological Variation in Phuket Thai by Age: An Implication for Dialect Contact”

** PhD.s student, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn
University, e-mail: chally.ma@gmail.com

*** Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts,

Chulalongkorn University, e-mail: kalaya.t@chula.ac.th
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years old, and, ten informants were selected from each of the three age
groups. The informants (four birthplaces x three age groups x 10 persons)
were interviewed to obtain informal speech. The result showed that the
elderly group (the over 60-year-old group) mostly used the linguistic variants
in their ancestors’ dialects. The middle-aged group (the 35-45 year-old
group) used a variety of linguistic variants while the young group (the 10-20
year-old group) mostly used the Standard Thai variants. It may be thus
concluded that present day Present Day Phuket Thai is tending to converge

with Standard Thai.

Keywords: dialect contact; Phuket Thai dialect; Eastern Southern Thai;

Western Southern Thai; Standard Thai
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