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Naree Rueang Nam: “The Perfect Women” in the
Perspective of Siamese Poets and Guidelines on
Conduct for Women and Men in the Reign of

King Rama VI

Pruiticha Nakapew*

Abstract

Naree Rueang Nam (Glorified Women) is a collection of poetry
composed by various poets to praise women and suggest guidelines on
conduct for women and men in the reign of King Rama VI. This essay aimed
to investigate the image of women that appears in this work of panegyric
literature, its guidelines on how a “good woman” should conduct her life, and
its didactic content intended to admonish men on the behavior and status of

women.

The study revealed that Naree Rueang Nam (Glorified Women)
presents the images of “perfect women” who were patriotic and loyal to the
monarchy and who also loved their families. These women embodied the
ideals that the Siamese elite desired to inspire in the women in that period

and were meant to be taken as good models. Regarding rules of behavior of

* Lecturer, Department of Teaching Thai Language, Faculty of Education,

Sakon Nakhon Rajabhat University, e-mail: pruiticha408@hotmail.com
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the “good woman”, the poets ingeniously inserted guidelines on how women
in the reign of King Rama VI should conduct their lives in their poetry. They
argued that women who lived in the context of a modern nation no matter of
what social class they were should be both good mothers and good wives at
the same time and should apply their knowledge to contribute to the
development of the nation and increasing its prosperity. These rules of
behavior indicated the expectations of the Siamese elite concerning the role
of women in that era of nation-building. In regard to the didactic content
intended for men, poets admonished male readers to give Thai women the
opportunity to better their social status, for they were competent, self-
sacrificing, and courageous and were as essential to the prosperity and
stability of the country as men were. In addition, equality in social status
between men and women was a crucial indicator of the degree to which

Siam had become a civilized nation.

Keywords: Naree Rueang Nam; panegyric literature; didactic literature;

the reign of King Rama VI
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