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Abstract

This research article aims to examine the political, social, cultural and
intellectual aspects of Chinese and Thai writing reforms during the 1930s and
1940s as well as factors and conditions involved in the language and writing
reforms. This was documentary research in a comparative historical framework.
It was found that the building of modern nation- states, the threat of imperialism,
the imaginations of local elites and intellectuals, and printing technology strongly
influenced orthographical changes in both the Thai and the Chinese languages

and that these changes had some similarities and differences.
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