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Abstract

This research article aimed to study the history, role and
development of the piano performance in traditional Thai music and to study
the biographies and important works of pianists playing traditional Thai music
in Thai society from the past up to the present (2017) using the qualitative
research methodology based on the data from documents, research studies

and interviews.
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The results revealed that it was assumed that piano was first
introduced in Thailand during the reign of King Rama V with the increasing
appearance of westerners in Siamese society. Piano’s influence could first
be felt in the royal court of Princess Dara Rasmi who expressed an ardent
love of music. Piano also played a role in the education of several Christian
schools. As piano is a keyboard instrument with a wide notational range, it
was introduced into a Thai string ensemble, thus creating a Thai string
ensemble with piano such as that of Klaew Watcharobol, whose first record,
featuring the piano playing in octave in the same way as the alto xylophone,
was released towards the end of the reign of King Rama V in the year 1907.
Later on in the reign of King Rama VI, a string ensemble with piano featuring
all female musicians was set up, with Sumitra Sucharitkul as the piano soloist
who was considered the model of playing Thai music on piano. In using the
left hand to play the western chords and the right hand to play the melody,
the pianist can play various types of music from Pleng Song Chan (mid-
tempo pieces) to advanced solo pieces. In the reign of King Rama VII, the
Thai string ensemble with piano called “Naree-Srisumitra” recorded
beautifully arranged Thai music. Another famed pianist playing Thai music
was Pim Poungnak who incorporated the accompaniment of Note Pradab
(ornament) alternating with Thamnong Keb (the full melody with additional
notes) into certain sections of the melody. In recent years, the Piano Solo
School of Traditional Thai Music was founded by Professor Dr. Natchar
Pancharoen, an important contemporary piano soloist and the only disciple
of Sumitra Sucharitkul and Col. Choochart Pitaksakorn. The Thai music for
piano solo was created and uniquely arranged in its presentation of the main
melody played by the big gong with the harmonious combination of
techniques of both Thai and western music. In addition, the first notation of

Thai music for piano solo was published in the “Piano Literature of Siam” and
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taught to the students of the music school while still maintaining the

characteristics of the Thai traditional music in full.

Keywords: Thai string ensemble with piano; Thai pianists on traditional

Thai music; traditional Thai music on piano solo
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