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Gem Appraisal System in Indian Lapidaries’

Aroonwan Kongmebhol ™

Chanwit Tudkeao
Abstract

The idea of gem trade is one of the real essences of Indian lapidaries.
The purpose of this research is to investigate the historical background and
characteristics of gem appraisal system established in Indian lapidaries. The
study was focused on the origin, characteristics, and relative values of weight
and currency standards, as well as the appraisal model in which the diamond

tariffs were exemplified. The research data were substantially collected from
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three Sanskrit encyclopaedic works, i.e. Varahamihira’s Brhatsamhita, Bhoja’'s
Yuktikalpataru and Sukracarya’s Sukranitisara, including collaborative
sources — Kautilya’s Arthasastra and Manusmrti. The findings revealed that
the gem tariffs systematically varied, from one time to another, with either
rate pricing model or weight and currency standard changed. The findings
also suggested the continuity and change in the traditional system of weight
and currency during Indian antiquity until the universal standard of gem

appraisal was adopted.

Keywords: Indian lapidaries; Indian weight and currency system; diamond

trade; Sanskrit encyclopaedic works
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il 8. TayailTouifsunanwey liauysalszning woadion mu
qnaﬁaﬂ@q (VBS. 80.16; YKT. 104:16-18)>

4.2 AnsiAan e

nadmfunandguilaudmenifidaszinannisiugiuilieng
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AN VWA WRFITLEG 3Un3s dndl wazinen uwdrauwsn waliuilain

dsraanansmelilng (SNS. 4.2.54) uaznsiinuwanailtiinnnidu
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fwinagudinnoia dhwinfdunasiinasgulunsinuanan
fa 1 30 whnunue Mendyudnalddainin 1 306 g 1 330Uz ud
iwzTuliTengeie 5 2334 (SNS. 4.2.68) Tegengaluursandgudininue

* alpenapi hi dosena laksyalaksyena dsitam |

svamulyad dasamam bhagam vajram labhati manavah || YKT. 104:16 ||

prakatanekadosasya svalpasya mahato 'pi va |

svamuilyacchataso bhago vajrasya na vidhiyate || YKT. 104:17 || ||

yam malyam vrahmane proktam padonam api vahuje |

anenaiva kramenaiva mani-malyam vidhiyate || YKT. 104:18 ||
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Lw§@u:ﬂéwmm%é’oﬁwﬂi:ﬁuﬁ“ﬁdw “AveIs N dnInaefiEnang
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(SNS. 4.2.73)

24 A < o o 4 @ & v o Aa
Basu WAz Sarkar HANARARIENAWIN AT NIgadlEnuLWTINT
ﬂmmwﬁamﬂiﬂmmgm (Basu, 191, pp. 143; Sarkar, 2008, pp. 116)
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2. INTTINA LAY JUNTIULL TIAazanaIRRaTanaT 50 (SNS. 4.2.77)

A, INTIVUIA AT 31Jma€1"ansm TANTRANITALAT 40 WIDAALNES
fouay 60 vadnWINATIle (SNS. 4.2.78)

afts lidrandunsmiedyudisiiala saenabsandradld win
WawHnauiiaseSasia NN (SNS. 4.2.58)°

* gkasyaiva hi vajrasya tv ekaraktimitasya ca |

suvisrtadalasyaiva malyam paficasuvarnakam || SNS. 4.2.68 ||
raktikadalavistarac chrestham paficagunam yadi |

yatha yatha bhaven nylinam hinamaulyam tatha tatha || SNS. 4.2.69 ||
yatha gurutaram vajram tanmalyam raktivargatah |

trttyamsavihinan tu cipitasya prakirttitam || SNS. 4.2.71 ||

arddhan tu $arkarabhasya cottamam mdalyam Tritam |

raktikayas ca dve vajre tadarddham milyam arhatah || SNS. 4.2.72 ||
tadarddham bahavo 'rhanti madhya hina yatha gunaih |

uttamardham tadarddham va hiraka gunahanatah || SNS. 4.2.73 ||
vargaraktisu sandharyyam kaldnam navakam prthak |
tathamsapaficakam parvam triméadbhis tad bhajet tatah || SNS. 4.2.74 ||
labdham kalasu samyojyam kalanam sodasamsakaih || SNS. 4.2.75a ||
$atad drdhvam raktivargadd hraso vimsatiraktikah |

pratisatat tu vajrasya suvistrtadalasya ca |

tathaiva cipitasyapi vistrtasya ca hrasayet || SNS. 4.2.77 ||
$arkarabhasya paficasac catvarimsac ca vaikatah || SNS. 4.2.78 ||

... rajadaustyac ca ratnanam malyam hinadhikam bhavet || SNS. 4.2.58b ||
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