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Thai Language Arts Learning Unit Design Using
a Literature-Based Approach: Concept, Application

and Critical Concerns

Chawin Pongpajon*

Abstract

Although Thai literature has been set as content in Thai basic
curriculum for a long time, there are still many unsolved problems regarding
its teaching and learning which result in negative attitudes towards Thai
literature on the part of students. In studying this problem, it was found that
the literature-based approach is an effective approach often used for
teaching Thai literature. However, there are no articles or empirical studies
presenting the use of this approach in designing a Thai language arts
learning unit under the Basic Education Core Curriculum B.E. 2551 (A.D.

2008).

This article, therefore, illustrates the design of a Thai language arts
learning unit responding to the core curriculum by using the four steps
synthesised from the processes of literature-based unit design (Donoghue,

2009) and backward design (Wiggins & McTighe, 1998) - selecting literature,

* Lecturer, Division of Teaching Thai Language, Department of Curriculum
and Instruction, Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University, e-mail:

chawin.p@chula.ac.th, chawinpongpajon@gmail.com
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identifying learning indicators, clearly defining key learning outcomes and
planning learning management. This article also discusses some critical
concerns for implementation so that teachers can apply these four steps in
practice correctly and effectively, responding to current Thai educational

contexts in teaching Thai literature.

Keywords: Thai language arts learning unit design; literature-based approach;

integration
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