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The Construction of Japaneseness

in Menamu no Zangetsu by lwaki Yujiro

Thanabhorn Treeratsakulchai’

Yusuke Tominaga™

Abstract

Inspired by Thai novel Sunset at Chaophraya (Khu Kam), lwaki Y ujiro
wrote Menamu no Zangetsu with the aim to communicate what he wishes to
convey about Khu Kam. The objective of this article was to analyze the
construction of Japaneseness in Menamu no Zangetsu. The results indicated
that although the story and characters in the two novels overlap to some
extent, the representations of Japaneseness in Menamu no Zangetsu through
memories of events during World War Il in the Khun Yuam area counteract
the discourse of Kobori's Japaneseness in Khu Kam. The author represents
an ideal of Japanese man striving ro understand Thai people and their Thainess
in order to build good relations between the two countries. For these reasons,
the presentation of Japaneseness in the Khun Yuam area in this novel

obviously reflects the author’s nationalistic ideals.

Keywords: Menamu no Zangetsu; Japaneseness; Khun Yuam; World War Il
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