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The Discourse of Prostitution and Sexual Conduct

in The Royal Institute Dictionary of New Words

Khajita Sripoom*

Abstract

The aim of the research was to apply a critical discourse analysis
approach (CDA) to an examination of the relationship between the linguistic
devices and the ideology of prostitution and sexual conduct discourse in Thai
society as evinced in example sentences in The Royal Institute Dictionary of
New Words, volumes 1-2. The research objectives were 1) to analyse the
linguistic features that went into foming sets of ideas and 2) discourse
practices and socio-cultural practices that reflected the conditions in Thai
society and culture.

The findings revealed that there were five linguistic features that
constituted the identities of prostitution and sexual conduct discourse,
namely, use of idioms, verb forms, noun forms, address terms, and passive
voice. Four sets of ideas were found in this study: 1) Cheating on lovers and

spouses is normal in Thai society. 2) Sexual bullying, both by indicating intent

*

Lecturer, Department of Thai Language, Faculty of Humanities and Social
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or by taking action, is widespread. 3) Prostitution occurs in Thai society and
is commonly seen. 4) Sexual activity is limited by society to young people or
middle-aged people; the elderly should take no interest in sex.

The distribution of the script and the interpretation found that the
discourse was transmitted by Thai language experts of a national institution,
the Royal Institute, an institution long highly regarded in Thai society. The
objective is to reflect the possibilities of using language that appears in
newspapers and other mass media. The Royal Society has the intention of
recording language phenomena in modern society. The discourses were
distributed through both print and electronic media, are in formal written style,

and are thus well able to convey the four sets of ideas to readers.

Keywords: Prostitution; Sexual Conduct; Critical Discourse Analysis;

The Royal Institute Dictionary of New Words
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