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Backchannels play an extremely important role in Research Article

conversation because they enhance the smooth flow of conversation.
Abstract

Based on previous studies, it is hypothesized that social status is
one of the factors which seems to have an impact on the use of Keywords
backchannels. Accordingly, this research aims to examine the forms backchannels;
and functions of backchannels, and the effects of status in the the Mister O Corpus;
teacher-student relationship, which is chosen as a representative conversation analysis;

of high-low status. The data elicited are from the Thai Mister O Thai conversation

Corpus. The approach adopted in this study is Conversation
Analysis. The results reveal that teachers and students use similar
forms and functions of backchannels, but the frequency of use is
different. In terms of forms, a difference in frequency of use of the

polite word “khd” and two affirmative words, “chadj” (kha) and
“nannasi” (kha) was noted. In terms of functions, a difference was
noted between teachers and students in the frequency with which
they showed agreement and support to the interlocutor, and showed
acknowledgement. These interactions reflect that status has an impact

on forms and functions of backchannels in terms of frequency.
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