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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the acoustic characteristics of Thai tones
produced by Cambodian children, who are native speakers of Khmer. The
words list comprised 2 7 words in citation form in 5 tones, which were mid

tone (T.1), low tone (T.2), falling tone (T.3), high tone (T.4), and rising tone
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(T.5). Then compared to the productions of Thai children in the same age.
The fundamental frequencies of tones were measured by Praat version
6.0.28.

The results show that the Cambodians, Thai tones conveyed the
acoustic characteristic which were different from Thais, especially in high
tone. Tonal variations were differentiated, especially in checked syllables. In
addition, problem in pronunciation due to almost merge in some of tones, i.e.
mid tone vs low tone, low tone vs falling tone, and high tone vs rising tone.
The merged were in both with pitch height and pitch contour, no matter what
static or dynamic tones. It can be said that the similarity of tones shape were
cause of the problem. Furthermore, it was found that the static tones, i.e.
mid tone and low tone were produced by Cambodians were obviously
different in pitch height. On the contrary, the pitch contour in dynamic tones,
i.e. falling tone, high tone and rising tone were not obvious. The point above
can be discussed that may be caused by overcorrection in case of static
tones, and undercorrection in case of dynamic tones. Cambodian children
should be trained to pronounce the words with each tones mentioned above

in direction of minimal pairs practice.

Keywords: Thai Tones; Acoustic Phonetics; Cambodian Speaker
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