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Synonymous Compound Words in Shan Language:
The Case Study of Hsenhwi Chronicles
(Mong Yai’s Version)

Pakapot Thiamthan”*

This article aims to study the characteristics, the structures,
and the functions of 822 synonymous compound words in Shan
language, from Hsenhwi Chronicles (Mong Yai’s Version) which
was transliterated and translated by Renoo Wichasin (2007). First,
it was found that the most common synonymous compound words
found in Shan language have the similar meaning, the identical
meaning, and the contradictory meaning respectively. Additionally,
it was found that synonymous compound words in Shan language
can consist of from 2 to 6 units, where 2 units synonymous compound
words are found to be the most common and appear in Tai, Burmese,
and Pali and Sanskrit languages. There are 3 structures in synonymous
compound words in Shan language: “aXy,” which is the most common
structure, “Xp” which is less common, and “Xap” which is found to
be the least common structure. In terms of the usage of synonymous
compound words, it can be divided into 3 functions: to stress the
meaning, to clarify the meaning, and to make the content more

beautiful. The 3 functions facilitate the understanding of the receiver.
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