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Drag Queen: Self-presentation of the Contestants

in a Reality Show “Drag Race Thailand”

Wipada Rattanadilok Na Phuket’

Deeana Kasa

Abstract

This research article aims to study context of communicative event
and linguistic strategies through the contestants’ self-presentation in the reality
show named “Drag Race Thailand”. This show is a reality competition television
series to search for a Drag Queen, mostly a male person who cross-dresses
in exaggerated costumes and wears makeup to imitate female, and performs
art skills. This study used the Discourse analysis theory to analyze a series of
data collected from the Drag Race Thailand Season 1 and 2 (21 episodes),
released on LINE TV.

It was found that the context of communicative event in the show and
important linguistic strategies of the contestants are constructed by lexical
selection and presupposition. These linguistic strategies are used in order to
present that the Drag Queens are women and are able to perform art show,
as well as being Drag Queen has not been accepted by society and they

need social acceptance. The self-presentation of these Drag Queens is not

" Lecturer, Department of Thai, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart
University, e-mail: wipada_naphuket@hotmail.com
" Lecturer, Department of Thai, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University,

e-mail: deeanakasa@gmail.com



_ Manutsayasat Wichakan Vol.27 No.1 (January-June 2020)

only to create their own community but also show their need to create the

self/identity and the space for LGBT people in Thai society.

Keywords: Drag Queen; LGBT; Self; Linguistic strategy
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ﬁ’mii’m'ﬁl 12 Q: In your opinion, what is Drag?
A: | think the.. Now, every people in Thailand does not understand
“Drag queen”.
Every people see Drag queen as the joke. But this is true and
not joke. Because

I’'m the artist in the uniform Drag queen.
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