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Scripts and Orthography
Used to Record Khmer Language

in the Manuscripts in the Mid to Late 19th Century’
Chatpisit Pachanee”
Abstract

Manuscripts used in official communication between Thailand and
Cambodia during the 1782-1884 period have been preserved and are available
in the manuscript and inscription section of the National Library of Thailand.
Some of these were written in the Khmer language, and a portion of these,
numbering some 40 manuscripts, were written in the 1843-1868 period in
orthographic symbols and an orthography pecular to that time. This article
presents the results of a paleographic study of the forms of the orthographic
symbols and orthography for recording the Khmer language in such manuscripts
compared with the modern Khmer language. The findings revealed that there
were four types of Khmer orthographic symbols: 1) consonants comprise 32

regular consonant symbols and 25 subscript consonant symbols, 2) vowels

" This paper is a part of the author’s dissertation titled “An Analytical Study
of the Form and Content of the Manuscripts Used in Official Communication between
Thailand and Cambodia in 1782-1884,” Dissertation Advisor: Assistant Professor
Orawan Bunyarith, Ph.D., Department of Oriental Languages, Faculty of Archeology,
Silpakorn University

" Ph.D.’s student, Graduate Program in Epigraphic Studies, Faculty of

Archeology, Silpakorn University, e-mail: chatpisit_p@hotmail.com
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comprise nine independent vowel symbols and 26 dependent vowel symbols,
3) other marks comprise 10 diacritics and eight punctuation marks, and 4) 10
numerals. These orthographic symbols are written in the early Crieng style,
which which developed in the post-Angkorian period and continues in the
current Crieng scripts. The orthography and ascription of pronunciation in
relation to the modern Khmer language in terms of both similarities and
differences indicated that the consonants were classified into two series and
the diacritics were applied to indicate differences in pronunciation. In addition,
some elements of this Khmer orthography appear to be related to the Thai

orthography used at the same time.

Keywords: Scripts; Orthography; Khmer Language; Manuscripts
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