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Thai Press Freedom Evaluation: Issues under

Consideration and Guidelines for Reporting

International Media Organizations Surveg*

Vachara Jira’rhifikarnkij**

Freedom of the press, is acknowleged as one of the basic
of human rights and a key component of democracy, is work of
journalists to report news for public without restrictions. The
international media organizations clearly support this valued concept
by developing evaluation forms to study world press freedom
because if it is constrained, people’s right to know and democracy

are affected.

This article aimed to study methods and issues of international
media organizations in press freedom study, included Freedom
House, Reporters Without Borders, and International Research and
Exchanges Board and to provide guideline for reporting survey
results to Thai mass media. The results showed the evaluation
forms of media organizations lacked of clear concept, thus the study
methods were unclear and different. The method issues exposed
the ideological bias, theoretical framework ambiguity, influencing
of fundings, shortcoming of study methods and media environment

differentiations, all of which could affect results validity. Therefore,
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Thai mass media should report press freedom study with consideration manner in
proportional way as good journalism consists of revealing media organization ideology,
explaining ambiguity of theoretical framework, pointing out influencing of fundings and
confirming both the shortcoming of methods and variation of media contexts in order to
provide Thai society with complete and proporational informations until they raise more

accurate understandings about press freedom in Thailand.
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Lanmwlunmssy | wimwlunssufinigms Universal Declaration of
f“li’nmi (freedom | (freedom of information) Human Rights (1948)
of information) Breunig (1994)
Lﬁ%‘ﬂﬂwslumil,l,mamLLﬂ:%‘u;i? Universal Declaration of
217817 (freedom to seek and Human Rights (1948)
receive)
2. @mwluns [ Esanlumsdouiazmsnaw Declaration of the Rights of
WannazNuw (freedom to write and print) Man (1789)
(freedom of EIAWIUANIARNN (free to print) | Sandman et al.(1976)
printing)

andlumsRauw (The right to print) | Agee, Ault & Emery (1994)

&NTIunMGRLN (right to publication) | McQuail (2013)

3asinwluns [ eSmwlunane (freedom to Declaration of the Rights of
FwnsIansol speak) Man (1789)

(freedom of L@INIWIUNIWAUAZURAIANNLAL | The First Amendment
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of Human Rights (1948)

ANURNNINLINNEINIONG | Lowenstein (1967)

aENLET (critical ability)
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