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The Study of the Concept of Truthfulness in

Confucianism through the Doctrine of the Mean’

Kanokporn Numtong™
Abstract

The Doctrine of the Mean is one of the Four Chaturapakorn
Scriptures (The Four Books from "The Four Books and Five Classics" in
Confucianism), a principal scripture of Confucianism, which is the central
pillar of Chinese culture, for it shows the indisputable principles of proper
behavior and displays the connections between concepts and practices.
Zisi, the author of the doctrine, was a direct descendant of Confucius. He
inherited the idea of the Mean, or absolute suitability from Confucius,
elevated the concept of truthfulness as the highest virtue, and propagated
this view in the Doctrine of the Mean. This research paper aims to study
the concept of truthfulness in Confucianism through the Doctrine of the
Mean by a research methodology involving analyzing and interpreting the

content in every chapter in which the word "Cheng" (truthfulness) appeared

"This article is a part of the research named “The Study of the Concept
of Truthfulness in Confucianism through the Doctrine of Mean” which was funded
by Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart
University in 2020.

“Associate Professor, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of

Humanities, Kasetsart University, e-mail: kanokporn.n@ku.th
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and linking the data and drawing conclusions from all details to create an
exposition that would facilitate understanding. The research results show
that truthfulness in the Doctrine of the Mean is absolute and unchanging
truth. Truthfulness is the way of heaven. To reach truthfulness is the
highest way of virtue of humankind. Truthfulness will enable humans to
succeed in their self-training, and when truthfulness is achieved, it can be
expanded to other virtues. Truthfulness is a virtue for both rulers and
common people. If ordinary people can achieve truthfulness, they will live
serenely in society. Likewise, if rulers achieve truthfulness, they will be able
to govern in such a way that peace and happiness will prevail in their

realm.

Keywords: Confucianism; the Virtuous Way; the Doctrine of Mean;

Truthfulness
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