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Vietnam War Trauma
of Mixed-Blood Bourgeois Viethamese

in Kien Nguyen’s The Unwanted"

Jirawut Kitkarul™™

This article aims to study forms and functions of the
traumatic narrative of Vietham war experienced by mixed-blood
bourgeois Vietnamese in Kien Nguyen’s The Unwanted through
close reading and Cathy Caruth’s concept of trauma. The results
are as follows. The alienation of mixed-blood bourgeois Vietnamese
begins during the war but becomes apparent when the war has
ended. Mixed-blood bourgeois Viethamese are not wanted because
the society after the 1975 reunification has become extremely
nationalist and communist. People hate capitalism and other races.
The property of the mother of the narrator is confiscated; she is also
humiliated in public. The narrator is physically attacked by his cousin,
raped by his stepfather, and neglected by government officials.
Other mixed-blood people are at risk of becoming victims of violence.
Events are chronologically presented in order to illustrate the
degrading social status of the narrator in Vietham. Metaphors are
used to highlight issues on bourgeoisie and mixed blood. The author
writes this book to heal himself, to defend that he is not a traitor,

and to construct himself as a displaced Viethamese.
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covered with thick vines, to obscure all within their boundaries. [...]
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clean, for my association with them. In Vietnam, rich children like myself
wore sandals to protect their feet from dirt and the heat, while poor children

like the ones from the other side of the wall ran around barefoot. (Ibid.,
p. 6)
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[Kien’s mother] have admitted earlier that fucking was how you got them, so you must be
a hooker.” She ended triumphantly, looking around the audience for affirmation.” Ibid., p. 111)

LL&J’@Taaa@wuﬂau%’uﬁ’wiadwﬁmw:ﬁﬂszqu%gﬂwﬂaja’lmsaﬂam"uvl,@‘f’j’mm’?mmmmz

(2
v a

ﬂu@hamﬁﬁ'ﬂﬂ”uvl@ﬁm:maz‘]’oma‘i%ﬂuﬁaasﬁﬁ%agﬁﬁg ik

2.2 VIAUKAZBILLAT

deulwibdngnnadnauundanngniuszausauthaisannzaniidemoawing
| { @ \ ] 4 A
wanaglumaiion gnignitasSuniznatinegandt “@nifiaw’ (bastard) uaz “ana3s” (half-
breed) (Ibid., p. 97, pp. 115-116, pp. 160-161)

Aouuazdudldindyiuanundsatifgndddeninanatstanmdananian’ly
Poua N iataa luaawin wisonluvaumiEunans i lildnaut iouuss
ULELHERERIIR st mansile Lﬁﬂuﬁﬂﬂﬂuamm“ﬁ’sﬂmﬁaﬁﬂ'ﬂmy']a%aagﬁ@ﬂ”u Lol
Lﬁaamﬂ"l,ajﬁﬂuagu%nmifu w13suoundutudisasnunlaswanisuazidoudonuld
nyzen ushaeinenws sxalfaulwidawinauan WIFEWULNEUADWUITRILARIANIN
#24a77 9 laAa v lueeIns Qﬂﬁ@ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ%%ﬁd%ﬂéﬁﬁdﬁdL’}Jy’lﬁ’]%/’lf_lil’]\‘iﬂ’]m"ﬂ”l
DEIITULIY

57



Msamsuywemaniins Ui 29 aduil 1 wnseu-liquisy 2565)
Manutsayasat Wichakan Vol.29 No.1 (January-June 2022)

He [Tin] clenched his hand into a fist and punched my jaw with all
his strength. [...] | fell back on the ground, while his family watched in

silence.

Tin ran back inside his house [...] the handle of a hammer stuck

out from between his fingers. My aunt spoke warningly to him.
“Be careful, Tin, don’t hit him in the face.”

[...] “Don’'t worry, Mother. | am going to teach this half-breed

a lesson today about stealing from my sister.”

| saw him lunge at me, the weapon aimed at my face. All | could
do was wrap my head in between my arms before he got too close.
Jimmy jumped in to grab Tin’s legs, pulling him away. | was aware of my
brother’s dog above me as it leaped out to bite Tin on the side of his
abdomen. Tin let out another frustrated scream, but only for a second.
He shook the dog off and kicked my brother in the groin. Jimmy fell down,
gasping and holding his privates in agony. However, the dog did not give
up. It bared its fangs and launched itself again at my cousin. Fully prepared
this time, Tin swung the hammer and whacked it across Lou’s face. His
strength sent the dog into the air to land a few feet away, howling wildly.
He then dove on top of me, pounding on my exposed back with his fist,
which was still wrapped around the head of the hammer. Lying on the

ground, | lost count of his punches and passed out. (Ibid., pp. 160-161)
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| hope you all go to hell.”, Ibid., p. 161) ﬁﬂwuml,azmsnizﬁwaaﬁmmmlﬁﬁudmm%amﬂ
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me to sign and stamp this paper?” [...] The officer continued to laugh. [...] “You are wasting
my time, dumb half-breed.” [...] “Come back tomorrow,” he said. “And bring a gift with you.
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this country.” Ibid., p. 334)
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[...] “That wretched woman sold most of her kids as soon as they sprouted
their first baby teeth. Those two she couldn’t sell. They are black girls.
Who wants them?” [...] “I'll tell you something even sadder than this,” the
woman continued. “A few months ago, she lost a child [...] about ten,
eleven years old. [...] Three men. They had some sort of agreement with
the mother, buying the kid’s virginity. [...] One of them put his you-know-
what in her mouth while the other two pinned her down. The poor child

didn’t know, so instead of pleasing him, she bit down on it.”

[...]
“They killed her with a rock.”

[...] “Smashed her head like a bug. [...] Then they paid the mother to keep
her mouth shut. The police couldn’t find the killers, and the girl died in

vain. No one cared.”

[.]

“I tell you, your children are lucky that they are white. At least they have

a chance to live. The burnt-rice have only bad luck.” (Ibid., p. 179)
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| heard my aunt’s soar voice raised to her children. “I don’t
understand you boys. Why did you insist on getting that lame mutt? It

doesn’t even walk straight.”
Tin answered his mother, “We are using it for football, Mother.”

From the window, | could hear his every word, cutting through me

like a sharp knife.

“Get rid of it.” His mother laughed.
[...]

From outside, the sound of Lulu’s body being kicked back and forth
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became duller and further away, until it disintegrated among the laughter
of my cousins. | fell on the floor, exhausted. (Nguyen, K., 2001, pp. 116-
117)
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