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Arrangement Concept of Wei-tuo in Chinese

and Vietnamese Mahayana Temples in Bangkok*

Achirat Chaigapo’rpanif**

Wei-tuo or Veda Bodhisattava is a significant sculpture normally
found in Chinese and Vietnamese Mahayana temples in Bangkok. It is
portrayed as a young male god dressed in Chinese armor and holding a
club. The god’s arrangements inside these temples of two sects in
Bangkok are various. Thus, this article is aimed to categorize the
arrangements of Wei-tuo found in those temples, and also to study the

factors having impacts on these arrangements.

According to the research, the arrangements can be categorized
into 3 types: 1) he was placed in any subsidiary position inside the principal
building, but not on the main axis; 2) he was placed inside the principal
building, on the main axis and turned his face towards the principal Buddha
image; 3) facing the principal Buddha image, he was placed on the main
axis, either inside the hall of Heavenly Kings or the area in front of the
principal building.

As for the factors which have an impact on these arrangements,
those found in Chinse Mahayana temples are related to the practices in
China, which are relevant to the iconographical characteristics of Wei-tuo
(a mixture of characteristics from Skandha and Weitianjiangjun). As for
Viethamese Mahayana temples, the arrangements of Wei-tuo were
influenced by those found in the former, because the placement of Wei-
tuo inside temple is not popular in the Viethamese Buddhist art. The factors
leading this practice to be popular among Bangkok Viethamese Mahayana
temples were the increasing amounts of Chinese patrons since the reign
of King Rama lll and the decrease of Viethamese monks in Viethamese

Mahayana sects.
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