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The paper aims at analyzing and comparing the conceptual
metaphors related to the pandemics in Thailand in Thai government media
discourse by adopting Conceptual Metaphor Theory and the concept of
Functions of Metaphor. The data were collected from government media
discourse published during the 2009 H1N1 Flu Pandemic and the COVID-
19 pandemic. In total, 261 texts were gathered. The analysis reveals that
in the case of the 2009 H1N1 Flu pandemic, the metaphors found include
2009 H1N1 FLU IS AN ENEMY, 2009 H1N1 FLU IS A CRIMINAL, 2009
H1N1 FLU IS A FLOOD, 2009 H1N1 FLU IS A FAMILY, and 2009 H1N1
FLU IS AN EVILS SPIRIT. As for the case the of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the metaphors found include COVID-19 IS AN ENEMY, COVID-19 IS
A BOXER, COVID-19 IS A FLOOD, COVID-19 IS A PERSON, and
COVID-19 IS A FIRE. These metaphors share some similarities. However,
there still exist some differences between these two sets of conceptual
metaphors due to the differences between the two pandemics in terms of
characteristics and degree of severity. The metaphors adopted in this
discourse serve ideational function, ideational and interpersonal function,
and textual function. Moreover, the analysis of these conceptual metaphors

sheds light on the roles and functions of language for crisis management.
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