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This article aimed to investigate the historical development of Thai
vocal singing of Burapha Phirom Palace through the court singers. It
identified 10 court singers of Burapha Phirom Palace which include
2 groups: 1) 6 guest singers namely, Luang Klomkosolsub (Chon
Soonthornket), Phra Phrompreecha (Klin Chanruang), Khun Likitsunthornkarn
(Yin Mrigavesa), Luang Siangsanokhun (Pun Muktavaphai), Lady Rambundhit
Sitthiseranee (Yiam Suwong), and Mrs. Thongdee Sunamalai; and 2)
4 regular singers namely, Mrs. Juea Chanyanatya, Mrs. Jian Chanyanatya,
Lady Mahathepkasatsamuha (Banleng Sagarik) and Mrs. Jimlim Kulatan
(Thanakom).

Thai singing style of Burapha Phirom Palace was characterized
by its pluralism in terms of diversity, democracy, and respect to one
another. The development and integration of singing approaches
adhered to common basics. The singing approach of each singer is thus
distinct by their voice potential as uniqueness. Vocal singing of Burapha
Phirom Palace has the main objective for competition especially for
Phleng Sepa, Phleng Sam Chan, and Phleng Thao, so they were adjusted
according to the competition rules. Sometimes their singings had been

developed upon the superior's command. Since the 1932 governance reform,
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musicians and singers of Burapha Phirom Palace were transferred to several government offices such as
Thai Music Division of the Fine Arts Department, other different music divisions under the Royal Thai Army,
music institutions such as School of Musical and Dramatic Performance (The College of Dramatic Arts) of
Chulalongkorn University, Kasetsart University, Srinakharinwirot University, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat
University, etc. Some of them taught music at home and later opened a music school which included
Master Petch Chanyanatya Music School in Ayutthaya Province, Master Ruam Phromburi Music School
in Rachaburi Province, for example. A significant music school belonged to Luang Pradit Pairoh (Sorn
Silapabanleng) in Phranakorn district of Bangkok. The singing approaches of Burapha Phirom Palace was
inherited and continued to develop overtime so as to disseminate the knowledge to general people and
later on all over the country as well. Their approaches are easy to practice, understand, and listen to, and

lead to a common understanding as the “Phranakorn” singing style.
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